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SUPERIOR COURT FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

FAMILY DIVISION 

DOMESTIC RELATIONS BRANCH 

 

CRUCITA THOMPSON   : 

      : 

v.     :  Case No. 2013 DRB 003832 

 :  Judge Carmen G. McLean 

TOREE NICOLE GRANT :    

and      :      

JAMAR JOHNSON    :    

 

ORDER ADDRESSING MOTION AND SERVICE AND SETTING STATUS HEARING 

 On May 6, 2021, Plaintiff Crucita Thompson filed a Motion to Serve by Alternate 

Method or Posting (“Motion for Alternate Service”) that requests that the Court allow 

Defendants Toree Nicole Grant and Jamar Johnson to be served by posting notice on the 

Domestic Relations Clerk’s Office or on the Court’s website for 21 days. Then, on May 24, 

2021, Ms. Thompson filed a Certificate of Service.  

The Court will analyze whether Ms. Grant and Mr. Johnson were properly served, and if 

not, whether Ms. Thompson has met the requirements for service by posting. 

Service on Defendant Jamar Johnson 

In her Certificate of Service, Ms. Thompson asserts that she sent Defendant Jamar 

Johnson all necessary documents by certified mail to two different addresses, a Danbury Street 

address1 and a Copeland Street address.2 Ms. Thompson attaches two green cards. The green 

card for Danbury Street was signed by an ‘agent’ on May 11, 2021. The green card for Copeland 

                                                 
1 From Ms. Thompson’s Motion for Alternate Service, the Court understands that the Dansbury address is an 

address listed in a landlord-tenant case that Ms. Thompson believes is pending against Mr. Johnson. Motion for 

Alternate Service at 9.  
2 From Ms. Thompson’s Motion for Alternate Service, the Court understands that the Copeland address is an address 

listed in 2019 Anne Arundel County Criminal action that Ms. Thompson believes was against Mr. Johnson.  Motion 

for Alternate Service at 10. 
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Street has a notation, but no signature, and indicates it was delivered to a different address on 

Copeland Street.  

Ms. Thompson asserts that she also sent Mr. Johnson the documents by certified mail to 

the Victory Lane address, his last known address, which she believes to be Mr. Johnson’s 

mother’s residence, but that she has not received a green card or a response from Mr. Johnson. 

Motion for Alternate Service at 7. The Victory Lane address is also listed as Mr. Johnson’s 

address in a 2021 Anne Arundel County pending criminal matter. Motion for Alternate Service 

at 10. On or around March 23, 2021, Ms. Thompson received a phone call from a woman that 

claimed to be Mr. Johnson’s mother. Motion for Alternate Service at 7. Based on the call, Ms. 

Thompson believes that Mr. Johnson’s mother received the documents, but has refused to deliver 

the documents to Mr. Johnson.  

Given the discrepancies in records as to Mr. Johnson’s current address, the lack of 

signatures by Mr. Johnson on the green cards for the Danbury and Copeland address, the lack of 

a green card for the Victory Lane address, and lack of information necessary to determine 

whether Mr. Johnson was or could be considered to have been served at his mother’s Victory 

Lane residence, the Court does not find that Mr. Johnson has been properly served by certified 

mail.3  

Service on Defendant Toree Grant 

In her Certificate of Service, Ms. Thompson asserts that she served Defendant Toree 

Grant by email and certified mail. For email, Ms. Thompson attaches a screenshot that shows an 

email with six attachments sent on May 6, 2021. Certificate of Service at 6. However, Ms. 

                                                 
3 While the Court understands that during the pandemic green cards are not always returned and/or are returned 

unsigned, the status of the green cards combined with the other issues identified result in insufficient information to 

show proper service. 
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Thompson did not receive a response from Ms. Grant, she does not indicate why she believes 

that email address is valid contact information for Ms. Grant, and makes only a conclusory 

statement without explanation that she believes it “may” have provided actual notice. Based on 

the Court’s review, it appears Ms. Thompson used the email address that the Court used in a 

prior order. Motion for Alternate Service at 2 (“Ms. Thompson sent an email to Ms. Grant at the 

email address provided in the Order . . . Ms. Thompson learned about this being an email address 

for Ms. Grant from the Order.”). However, in the order from which Ms. Thompson pulled the 

email address, the Court was clear that it had no valid contact information for Ms. Grant on file 

in this matter and that it had only discovered the email address in a 2019 marriage matter. 

February 18, 2021 Order Requiring Service at 3, n.1 (“There is no valid contact information for 

Ms. Grant on file in this matter. The Court located an email address and mailing address for her 

listed in a 2019 marriage matter”). As there is no information available to find that email address 

is an accurate contact for Ms. Grant, the Court does not find that Ms. Grant was properly served 

by email.  

For certified mail, Ms. Thompson mailed the documents to a Livingston Road address. 

Certificate of Service at 2. However, Ms. Thompson has not received a green card for the 

certified mail nor does she explain the basis for believing that is Ms. Grant’s current address. Ms. 

Thompson obtained the Livingston address from a 2017 landlord tenant action, in which Ms. 

Grant was required to give possession of the property to the plaintiff in the matter. Motion for 

Alternate Service at 31. If Ms. Thompson was required to give possession to the plaintiff in 

2017, it is unlikely it is a proper address at which to serve Ms. Thompson. The Court also notes 

that the address the Court found in the 2019 marriage matter mentioned above lists a different 
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address on I Street SE. Ms. Thompson’s Motion for Alternate Service also notes that she found 

several different possible addresses for Ms. Grant. 

Based on lack of information about Ms. Thompson’s proper physical address, the Court 

does not find that Ms. Grant has been properly served by certified mail. 

Motion for Alternate Service 

 In her Motion for Alternate Service, Ms. Thompson documents her extensive efforts to 

serve and find current physical addresses and other contact information for Mr. Johnson and Ms. 

Grant, including multiple certified mail service attempts, extensive searches of criminal and 

traffic court records in multiple states, searches of social media profiles, and calls to multiple 

Departments of Corrections and searches of the associated websites. Ms. Thompson has not seen 

or had contact with Ms. Grant since 2018 or 2019. Motion for Alternate Service at 3. Ms. 

Thompson has not seen or had contact with Mr. Johnson since mid-2015 when Mr. Johnson 

permanently dropped off the minor child at her home. Motion for Alternate Service at 8.  

The Court concludes that, based on the information in Ms. Thompson’s Motion for 

Alternate Service and Certificate of Service, Ms. Thompson has made diligent efforts to locate 

and serve Mr. Johnson and Ms. Grant, and Ms. Thompson meets the requirements to complete 

service by alternate method. See D.C. SCR-Dom. Rel. Rule 4(c)(3)-(4), (f), and (g); D.C. Code 

13-336, 13-338, 13-340; see generally Bearstop v. Bearstop, 377 A.2d 405, 408 (D.C. 1977) 

(Plaintiff must exhaust all fruitful bases “for further inquiry by one truly bent on learning the 

present whereabouts of the defendant”). In addition, Ms. Thompson represents that it would be a 

substantial hardship to effect service by publication and the Court takes judicial notice of Order 

issued in this matter permitting Ms. Thompson to proceed in this matter without the payment of 

filing fees and related costs. The Court now issues this order authorizing Ms. Thompson to serve 
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process on Mr. Johnson and Ms. Grant by posting the following order in the Clerk’s Office of the 

Family Division of the Superior Court of the District of Columbia.  

Accordingly, it is this 4th day of June 2021, hereby 

ORDERED, Plaintiff Crucita Thompson’s Motion to Serve by Alternate Method or 

Posting, filed May 6, 2021, is GRANTED. It is further 

ORDERED, that the parties shall appear for a remote (by video or phone) Initial Hearing 

on August 5, 2021 at 4:00 p.m. The hearing may continue until 4:30 p.m. Instructions for how to 

participate in the hearing by phone or video are attached. Also attached is information regarding 

remote locations you may be able to use for access to Internet or computers. 

ORDERED, that, on or before August 2, 2021, the parties shall submit evidence they 

would like the Court to consider by email to JudgeMcLeanChambers@dcsc.gov. Evidence may 

include, but is not limited to, text messages, emails, photographs, recordings, and documents. The 

email must copy (cc) the other party and include the case number in the email subject line. It is 

further 

ORDERED, that, on or before August 2, 2021, Ms. Thompson shall file completed 

Affidavits in Support of Default and Compliance with the Servicemembers Relief Act indicating 

that each Defendant is not a member of the U.S. military. The Affidavit can be found at 

https://www.dccourts.gov/services/forms. Ms. Thompson can file the completed Affidavit by 

emailing the document to FamilyCourtCIC@dcsc.gov. It is further 
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ORDERED, that the Clerk’s Office of the Family Court of the Superior Court of the 

District of Columbia shall post the following Order in its office and on the Court’s website for a  

period of twenty-one calendar days:  

 

Superior Court of the District of Columbia 
                    Case No. 2013 DRB 003832 

                   Crucita Thompson, Plaintiff 

             Versus 

               Toree Grant and  

                Jamar Johnson, Defendants 

          

Plaintiff Crucita Thompson filed a Motion to Modify Custody on 

January 18, 2021. If Mr. Jamar Johnson and/or Ms. Toree Grant wish to 

participate in this matter, he or she must contact the Court by email at 

JudgeMcLeanChambers@dcsc.gov or phone at (202) 879-1272 to provide 

current contact information, including a current physical address, email 

address, and phone number on or before July 20, 2021.  

 

The Court will hold a remote hearing on this request on August 5, 

2021 at 4:00 p.m.  

 

The hearing can be accessed by going to the website 

https://dccourts.webex.com/meet/ctbjm16 and entering Meeting ID: 129 

384 9145 or calling (202) 860-2110 or 844-992-4726 and entering 

Meeting ID:129 384 9145##.   

 

If Defendants do not appear at the hearing or otherwise respond to 

Ms. Thompson’s Motion to Modify, the Court may enter default against 

them and proceed without them.   

 

So ordered on June 4, 2021.  

 

Judge Carmen G. McLean, Superior Court of the District of Columbia. 
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ORDERED, that if any party needs assistance, they may call the Family Court’s Self-Help 

Center at (202) 879-0096 or the Family Law Assistance Network (“FLAN”) at (202) 844-5428, or 

go online to www.lawhelp.org/dc for legal information and resources.  

IT IS SO ORDERED. 

          
 _______________________________  

        Judge Carmen G. McLean 

 

 

Copies to: 

 

William Pillor 

Via CaseFileXpress  

Counsel for Plaintiff 

 

Toree Nicole Grant 

no valid information 

Defendant 

 

Jamar Johnson 

no valid information 

Defendant 
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Instructions to Attend Remote Hearing or Trial 

Before Judge Carmen G. McLean in Remote Courtroom JM16 

 
If you are able to do so, please participate by video. If you are unable to participate by video, you 

may participate by telephone. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact chambers at 

JudgeMcLeanChambers@dcsc.gov. If you don’t have access to email, you may leave a voicemail at 

202-879-1272, and we will return your call. 

 

Please note: 

• If you are placed in the courtroom lobby, please wait until the Court admits you to the 

remote courtroom. 

• When you reach the remote courtroom, there may already be a hearing in progress. Please 

wait for the judge or courtroom clerk to address you before you speak. 

• Before and during your hearing, please mute your video/phone whenever you are not 

speaking. Doing so makes it easier for the Court to understand those speaking. 

 

 

To access the remote courtroom by computer with video (two options):  

(1) Open Web Browser in Google Chrome and enter: 

https://dccourts.webex.com/meet/ctbjm16. Select Join Meeting. 

OR  

(2) Open Web Browser in Google Chrome and enter: https://dccourts.webex.com. Select 

Join Meeting, enter Meeting ID: 129 384 9145. 

To access the remote courtroom by smartphone or tablet with video:  

Go to App Store, Download WebEx App (Cisco WebEx Meetings), select Join Meeting, 

enter: https://dccourts.webex.com/meet/ctbjm16, enter your name and e-mail. 

 

To access the remote courtroom by phone, no video (or with video on mute):  

Call 1 (202) 860-2110 or 844-992-4726 and enter Meeting ID:129 384 9145##. 
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District of Columbia Courts 

‘ Tips for using DC Courts Remote Hearing Sites 

 
 

 

Remote hearing sites are available in various locations in the community to help 
litigants participate in scheduled remote hearings when they may not have computer 
devices or internet service to connect from home. 

 

The District of Columbia Courts have established five remote access sites throughout 
the community which will operate: Monday – Friday, 8:30 am – 4:00 pm. 

 

 
The remote site locations are:  

 
Remote Site - 1 

Balance and Restorative Justice Center 

1215 South Capitol Street, SW 

Washington, DC 20003 
 
 

Remote Site - 2  Remote Site - 3 

Balance and Restorative Justice Center  Balance and Restorative Justice Center 

1110 V Street, SE  118 Q Street, NE 

Washington, DC 20020  Washington, DC 20002 
   

 

 

Remote Site - 4  Remote Site - 5 

Balance and Restorative Justice Center  Reeves Center 

925 Rhode Island Avenue, NW  2000 14th Street, NW, 2nd Floor – Community Room 

Washington, DC 20001  Washington, DC 20009 
   

 

 
If you want to use a remote site location for your hearing, call 202-879-1900 or email 
DCCourtsRemoteSites@dcsc.gov at least 24 hours before your hearing to schedule a remote access 
computer station. If you require special accommodations such as an interpreter for your hearing, call 
202-879-1900 24 hours in advance of your hearing. 

 
*You should bring the following items when you come to your scheduled site location* 

 
1. Your case number and any hyperlinks provided by the Courts for your scheduled hearing  
2. Any documentation that might help you talk to the judge during your hearing, including exhibits, 

evidence, receipts, etc. 
3. Materials for notetaking, including pen and paper  
4. A facial covering will be required for entry into the remote hearing location; if you do not have a 

facial covering one will be provided. 
 

Contact information to schedule your remote access computer station: 
 

Call: 202-879-1900 

Email: DCCourtsRemoteSites@dcsc.gov 


