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SUPERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

FAMILY COURT  

DOMESTIC RELATIONS BRANCH 

 

____________________________________ 

      ) 

ANGELA E. ZECENA HERNANDEZ, ) 

      ) CASE NO. 2021 DRB 0720   

Plaintiff,  )  

     ) MAG. JUDGE JULIE BRESLOW 

vs.     ) Next Hrg: July 13, 2021 at 3:00 p.m.    

      )   

JESUS V. ALMENDAREZ MARTINEZ, )   

      ) 

Defendant.  ) 

____________________________________) 

 

ORDER GRANTING MOTION FOR ALTERNATIVE SERVICE BY PUBLICATION 

 

 This case is before the Court upon consideration of Plaintiff’s Motion for Alternative 

Service by Posting, filed April 9, 2021. Plaintiff states that she and Defendant shared only a 

short-term romantic relationship, and has not had any communication with Defendant since early 

2018. At the time, Defendant was living in Mexico, and Plaintiff had a phone number for him. 

However, since early 2018, she has not been in communication with Defendant, and she has been 

unable to locate him to serve him with a copy of her Complaint for Custody and Motion for 

Special Immigrant Juvenile Status. In her Motion for Alternative Service by Publication, Plaintiff 

has set forth the efforts that have been made to ascertain Defendant’s present address.  

 To request an Order for Service by Publication or Posting, Plaintiff must demonstrate that 

she made diligent but futile efforts to locate Defendant, and must furnish the Court with the 

following (see Bearstop v. Bearstop, 377 A.2d 405, 408 (D.C. 1977)):  

(1) the time and place at which the parties last resided together;  

(2) the date of the last time the parties were in contact with each another; 

(3) the name and address of the defendant’s last employer know to plaintiff;  

(4) the names and addresses of those relatives known to be close to the defendant; and 

(5) any other information which could provide a fruitful basis for locating defendant.  

The Plaintiff has provided the Court with the time, place, and circumstances of her last 

contact with Defendant, which was in early 2018. The last known residence for the Defendant 



2 

 

was in Mexico, and though the Minor Child spent approximately one month with him in early 

2018, he has not been in direct communication with either Plaintiff or the Minor Child since she 

entered the United States in March 2018. In early May 2021, Plaintiff attempted to contact 

Defendant at his last known phone number in Mexico, but her messages went unanswered. 

Plaintiff does not have any friends or family who are in communication with Defendant, and thus 

has no further information about his possible whereabouts. A thorough search of public records 

in the United States does not indicate that Defendant is currently living in the Washington, D.C. 

metropolitan area. 

Based on the foregoing, the Court finds that Plaintiff has made diligent efforts to locate 

Defendant and, given that Plaintiff is proceeding In Forma Pauperis, the costs of service or 

publication would otherwise be too burdensome.  

 Accordingly, it is hereby 

ORDERED, that Plaintiff’s Motion for Alternative Service by Publication is 

GRANTED; it is further  

ORDERED, that Plaintiff shall post notice on the Superior Court of the District of 

Columbia website for a period of twenty-one calendar days and provide proof of such to the 

Court; it is  

SO ORDERED.    

 

May 19, 2021 

_______________            

DATE        Magistrate Judge Julie Breslow  

 

 

Copies to:  

 

Erin M. Scheick 

Bread for the City 

By CaseFile Xpress   

Counsel for Plaintiff 
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