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The court is considering two possible revisions to D.C. App. R. 46, which
governs admission to the D.C. Bar. First, under current D.C. App. R. 46(b)(1)(B)(iv)
and 46(e)(3)(A), a person can meet one of the requirements for admission to the D.C.
Bar if the person has been a “member[] in good standing of the bar of a court of
general jurisdiction in the United States for a period of at least 3 years immediately”
preceding the application for admission. The court is considering changing this
requirement by requiring active practice, rather than mere membership in a bar. Such
a change would address the concern that mere membership in a bar, without actual
practice of law, does not adequately accomplish the purpose of Rule 46 to ensure
that admittees to the D.C. Bar are competent to practice law. So as not to penalize
persons who might have been out of the workforce for a reason such as illness or
having a child, the proposed amendment requires three years of active practice
during the preceding five years.

Second, the court is considering repealing D.C. App. R. 46(b)(1)(B)(ii1) and
(e)(3)(B), which are now-outdated provisions relating to applications for admission
filed before March 31, 2022.

Clean and marked-up versions of the proposed amendments are attached.

This notice is published to afford interested parties an opportunity to submit
written comments. Comments must be submitted by March 11, 2026. Comments
may be submitted electronically to rules@dcappeals.gov, or in writing, addressed to




the Clerk, D.C. Court of Appeals, 430 E Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20001. All
comments submitted pursuant to this notice will be available to the public.

PER CURIAM



Proposed amendments to Rule 46 (marked-up version)

Paragraph (b)(1) would be amended as follows:

(b) Admission to the Bar of this Jurisdiction.

(1) In General. Admission shallmay be based on:

(B) one of the following:
(i) examination in this jurisdiction;

(ii) transfer of a Uniform Bar Examination score attained in another jurisdiction; or

@v)(iii) active practice of law as a membership in good standing of a bar of a court

of general jurisdiction in the United States for a period of at least 3_of the 5 years
immediately preceding-years-tmmediatelypriorte the application for admission.

Paragraph (e)(3) would be amended as follows:

(¢) Admission without Examination of Members of the Bar of Other
Jurisdictions.

(3) Admissions Requirements. An applicant may be admitted to the Bar of this
court without examination in this jurisdiction, if the applicant +



Ahas actively practiced law as beer- a member in good standing of a bar of a court

of general jurisdiction in the United States for a period of at least 3 of the 5 years
immediately preceding the filing of the application.:-e*




Proposed amendments to Rule 46 (clean version)

(b) Admission to the Bar of this Jurisdiction.
(1) In General. Admission shall be based on:

(B) one of the following:
(i) examination in this jurisdiction;
(ii) transfer of a Uniform Bar Examination score attained in another jurisdiction; or

(iii) active practice of law as a member in good standing of a bar of a court of general
jurisdiction in the United States for a period of at least 3 of the 5 years immediately
preceding the application for admission.

(¢) Admission without Examination of Members of the Bar of Other
Jurisdictions.

(3) Admissions Requirements. An applicant may be admitted to the Bar of this
court without examination in this jurisdiction, if the applicant has actively practiced
law as a member in good standing of a bar of a court of general jurisdiction in the
United States for a period of at least 3 of the 5 years immediately preceding the filing
of the application.



