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RENOVATION & EXPANSION OF

=1y HISTORY &TIMELINE

1820 Architect George Hadfeld wins the compelition for the design of the building, commissiconed to serve as
Washington's City Hall.

1 8 2 6 The building's cornerstone is laid on August 22,

1822 The District of Columbia’s mayor and two city councils meve into the building.

1824 Judicial functions, including the U5, Circuit Court, the Crphans Court, and the Register of Wills, mova into
the building.

1828 The central and east wings of the building are completed.
1833-41 As District Attorney, Francis Scott Key occupies an office in the building.

1849 Construction of the west wang and all three south-facing portices are completed, and the brick construction
i faced with stucco. Financial constraints during this pericd resalt in a reduced version of Hadfield's original
daskgn, leaving unbailt a grand, domed space planned for the north side facing Judiciary Square.

1858-60 The police headguariers of the District of Columbia are located in the courthouse,

1861-65 Rooms in the courthouse funciicn as a temperary hespital, and prisoners of war are held in the basement
cills during the Civil War,

1863 President Abraham Lincoln reorganizes the District judiciary system, creating a Supreme Court for the
’I 8 4{_) District of Columbia. Both the 1.5, District Court and the Supremes Court of the District of Columbia are
| 2 housed in e courthonss.

1867 Tohn H. Surratt is iried in the courthouse for his parn in the conspiracy to agsassinate President Lincoln.

1866 Washington sculptor Lot Flannery's statue of Abraham Linceln is dedicated on April 15, the third anniversary
of Lincoln's assassination. It is the first public monument erected in Lincoln’s memory.

1873 Congress appropriates lunds 1o purchase the ciiy's interest in the building, Municipal lunctions are
subsaguently removed, and the building is exclusively mandated for judicial use,

1881 Construction begins on the north addition. Architect of the Capitol Edward Clark designs an extension 1o
the building's nerth side that follows Hadfield's design vocabulary and incluodes an lonic portico facing
Judiciary Sgquare. The new addition spans the entire length of the north facade and encloses two courtyards,
which serve as light-wells, providing natural light and additional circulation space for the intericr.

Charles |. Guiteau is tried in the courthouse for the assassination of President James Garhield.
1883 The north addition is complated,

1889 Theodore Roosevell is appointed 1o the Civil Service Commission. At the time of his appointment, the
1 8 8 'I commission's offices are located in the west wing of the courthouse.

18594 Rooms cn the upper floor of the west wing are renovated for use by the U5, Court of Appeals, created as a
judicial entity in 1883, The courthouse is home to the Court of Appeals, along with its other courts and judicial
functions, until 1910,

Edward Clark's annuial report begins to note the deterioration of the courthouse's Stucco axternor.

1916 Congress appropriaies funds for the reconsiruction of the courthouse, which is overseen by Elliott Woods,
Superintandent of the Capitol Buildings and Groeunds.

1916-19 Under the guidance of Woods and associate architect Frank G, Pierson, the courthouse is assantially
reduced to its brick ahell and strengthened with concrete and steel. The renovation replicates the exterior
featuras of the original designs of Hadhald and Clark in limestone on a granite base. Clark's north-facing
portico, however, is not rebuilt. Woods and Pierson alse reconfiqure the interior to accommaodate modern
judicial practice, using decorative elements, such as marble columns and pilasters, which had not been
included in the original design.

1922 The building is rededicated as the L5, Courthouse on Auwguost 22, the 102nd anniversary of the original
laying of the cornerstone in 1B20,

l 9 l 7 1923 The |eseph |. Darlingten Memeorial Fauniain is erected in the southwest corner of ihe courthouse property in
mamery of a long-time member of the DG, Bar Association,

1938 The installation of the building’s first air-conditioning system is completed.

1852 The U.5, District Court moves out of the building into the new E. Barrett Prettyman Courthouse, The building
subsaguently becomas the headgquarters for the Selective Service System,

1360 The courthouse is designated a National Histonc Landmark,
1962 The building is returned o the District government.
1964 The caurthause iz listed in the D.C. Invertory of Historie Sites.

19686 The local trial court (then called the Coort of General Sessions) begins operating in the courthouse.

The courthouse is listed on the National Register of Historic Flaces.

1999 The building is vacated by the District of Columbia Courts, the Public Defender Service, and the D.C, Office
of the Corporation Counsel (now called the Office of Attorney General) in preparation for the renowation.

2 0 0 {_) 2009 Beyer Blinder Belle Architects & Planners complates the rencwvation and expansion of the Historic Courthouse
far the D.C. Court of Appeals,



ORIGINALLY DESIGNED BY GEORGE HADFIELD IN 1820

to serve as the hrst City Hall, the Historic D.C. Courthouse 15 a Na-
tional Historic Landmark and one of the oldest public buildings in
the District of Columbia. Vacant since 1999, the courthouse had been
subject to numerous changes and additions over time and was in
critical need of a comprehensive overhaul. In 2002, the District of
Columbia Court of Appeals commissioned Beyer Blinder Belle Ar-
chitects & Planners to design a restoration and expansion program
with the goal of returning the architectural landmark to its previous
grandeur, while at the same time, transforming it into a state-of-the

art modern courthouse. Now completed, the courthouse stancds as

one of the most significant and complex historic preservation proj

ects undertaken in Washington, DC.
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the third-story windows unobstructed. The structure's

transparency allows visibility to the existing buildings
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Inorder to allow this, the original stone and
bricksupport structure belowneededto be
removed 1n its entirety —with the portico in
place—and replaced with a complex, steel
structural framework. Once the weight of
the portico had been temporarily trans-
terred over to the new steel system, all of
the original masonry support below could

be demolished one column at a ime.

While carefully integrated new elements
were incorporatedinto the building's core,
the renovation also preserved as much of
the historic fabric as possible. The new,
42,000 square feet of facilities-1including
a grand ceremonial courtroom, reception
and exhibit space, and administrative fa-
cilities—were built below grade on the
south side of the building, thereby main-
taining the integrity of the historic facade.
This configuration also allowed for me-

chanical equipment to be located 1n the
residual space between the existing foun-
dation wall and the foundation of the new
parking garage, further minimizing the

impact on the historic structure.

'hroughout the bullding, historic elements
were restored as much as possible, includ

ing marble and terrazzo flooring, marble
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