Rule 2. Commencing an Action; Amending or Supplementing Petition; Related

Cases

(a) COMMENCEMENT OF ACTION. A person may commence a civil protection order

proceeding by filing a petition in accordance with D.C. Code § 16-1003 (2012 Repl.).
(1) Content of Petition. The petition must be signed under oath and must state:

(A) the facts and circumstances on which the petitioner(s) believe(s) that the
respondent has committed or threatened to commit one or more criminal offenses against
the petitioner(s);

(B) the jurisdictional basis for the requested order; and

(C) if a temporary protection order is requested, the factual basis for the temporary
protection order.

(2) Notice of Hearing and Order to Appear.

(A) Issuance. At the time the petition is filed, the clerk must issue a notice of hearing
and order to appear.

(B) Content. The notice of hearing and order to appear must:

(i) name the court and the patrties;

(i) be directed to the respondent;

(iii) state the date and time that the respondent must appear for the trial;

(iv) notify the respondent that failure to appear may result in the issuance of a
default civil protection order against the respondent and a warrant for the respondent’s
arrest;

(v) be signed by the clerk; and

(vi) bear the court’s seal.

(b) AMENDING OR SUPPLEMENTING PETITION. The petition may be amended or
supplemented at any time prior to the conclusion of the trial on the merits. An amendment
or supplementation must be under oath.

(1) Amended or Supplemental Petition in Writing. An amended or supplemental
petition filed prior to the day of trial must be in writing and must be served under Rule 5.

(2) Oral Motion to Amend or Supplement. On the day of trial, a petitioner may make an
oral motion to amend or supplement a petition. An oral motion to amend or supplement
the petition made on the day of the trial must be granted in the absence of a showing of
prejudice to the respondent. When prejudice is shown, the court may grant the motion but
allow the respondent additional time to prepare a defense.
(c) RELATED CASES.

(1) In General. On the filing of a petition for civil protection order, the clerk must identify
the following related cases on the docket unless the related case is sealed or confidential:

(A) any criminal case involving either party; and

(B) any other civil, family, probate, or civil protection order case involving the same
parties.

(2) Consolidation.

(A) Related Family Court Case. On request of a party or on its own initiative, the
court may consolidate a civil protection order case with a related case pending in the
Family Court. The judges assigned to the cases or the presiding judges of the Domestic
Violence Unit and the Family Court must confer and decide whether the cases should be
consolidated and, if consolidated, to whom the cases will be assigned. When deciding
whether to consolidate, the judges must consider:



(i) each judge’s familiarity with the parties;
(ii) the effect on each judge’s calendar; and
(i) the need to resolve expeditiously the civil protection order case.
(B) Other Related Cases. Cases from any other division may be consolidated with a
civil protection order case and assigned to a judge in the Domestic Violence Unit, but a
civil protection order case may not be assigned to a judge outside of the Family Court.
(C) Fees. If cases are consolidated, the court may not charge a fee for filings made
in the civil protection order case.

COMMENT TO 2017 AMENDMENTS

This rule has been amended consistent with the stylistic changes to the civil rules.
Section (c) was also amended to clarify when and how related cases could be
consolidated. As required by D.C. Code 88 11-1101 and -1104 (2012 Repl.), civil
protection order cases must remain in the Domestic Violence Unit or Family Court.

COMMENT

The phrase "signed under oath" as used in these rules means either signed before a
notary or other appropriate officer or signed under the penalty of perjury.



