Barriers to Service for LGBTQ Survivors
LGBTQ survivors face the same tactics of abuse that heterosexual survivors face, but, LGBTQ survivors also face the additional hurdles related to society’s  homophobia, transphobia and biphobia(.  
If I get help, I’ll be outed!

· Concern that being “out” about relationship in police records or public documents could have negative consequences (e.g. loss in employment or housing).
· Worry that being “out” will isolate a survivor from his/her support networks or make a survivor vulnerable to hate crimes.
This can’t be abuse!  No one will believe me!

· Survivors may have internalized the myths that LGBT domestic violence doesn’t happen, that women can’t abuse and men can’t be absued, and that only the “butch” partner can be the abuser often make it difficult for survivors to identify abuse.
· Survivors might fear that service providers buy into these myths and won’t serve them

· The LGBTQ community also minimizes partner violence within it. The lack of awareness about this issue leaves survivors and abusers without necessary resources within their own communities to help stop the violence. 
· Abusers might have convinced survivors that no one will believe them or that all LGBTQ relationships are “like this.”
It’ll be worse if I try to get help!
· Survivors may fear continued revictimization by law enforcement, police, courts, or social service workers and thus be less likely to call for help.

· Survivors might also fear that those involved in the system will not take abuse seriously and will deny protection (e.g. “You’re not really afraid of a woman, are you?”)

· Survivors might (often rightly!) assume that service providers will fail to provide culturally competent services.
They won’t help me anyway!
· Gay men may be excluded from services that serve women.
· Transgender people might feel excluded everywhere (even if they are legally included).
· Lesbians may have abusers who seek shelter or assistance to “conflict out” the survivor.
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(Homophobia: The systematic oppression of gay men, lesbians, and bisexual people based on their sexuality. Some people also define homophobia as the fear and hatred of homosexuals.  


Transphobia: The systematic oppression of transgender people because they do not fit societal expectations of how men and women are supposed to act and look.  


Biphobia: The systematic oppression of bisexual people specifically because they are neither gay nor straight. 








