September 12, 2013 For more information, please contact:
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Leah Gurowitz (202) 879-1700

DC SUPERIOR COURT EXPANDS MARRIAGE BUREAU
ADDED STAFF AND SPACE WILL ALLOW FOR APPLICATIONS TO BE PROCESSED
FASTER AND DOUBLE THE NUMBER OF CEREMONIES PER DAY

WASHINGTON DC—The DC Superior Court is pleased to announce that due to the recent
significant increase in marriage license applications and requests for civil marriage ceremonies at
the courthouse, the Marriage Bureau has added a dedicated marriage license application center,
additional staff, and a second marriage ceremony room. The second ceremony room will open
Monday, September 16, potentially doubling the number of courthouse marriage ceremonies
each day.

“We recently experienced a significant increase in our workload, it seems as a result of the US
Supreme Court’s decision in US v. Windsor. The last two months we have seen a doubling in the
usual number of marriage license applications, with more than 100 customers served each day.
When we realized that our current staffing and space did not accommodate the recent demand for
our services, we added staff and converted space to meet the need,” said Duane Delaney, Clerk
of the Superior Court.

DC Superior Court issues marriage licenses to couples who intend to be married within the
District of Columbia, regardless of where they reside. The DC Code requires a three-day waiting
period from the date an application is received before the Marriage Bureau may issue a license.
Couples may elect to have a proxy apply on their behalf. The cost is $35 for the license, plus
$10 for the certificate. For additional information, and links to the required forms, see
www.dccourts.gov/marriage .
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