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October 24,2011

Danell G. Mottley, Esq.
President, D.C. Bar
1100 13th Street NW, Suite 1200
Washington, DC 20005

Dear President Mottley:

As part of the National Celebration of Pro Bono this week, the District of Columbia

Court of Appeals and the Superior Court of the District of Columbia will launch a "Capital Pro

Bono Honor Roll." This new initiative will recognize the crucial pro bono contributions of

members of the D.C. Bar and others authorized to perform pro bono work in the District of

Columbia, including federal government attomeys. We hope that the D.C Bar will join us in

promoting this effort by informing its members of the honor roll'

The D.C. legal community is by far the most committed in the nation to providing pro

bono legal services to those in need. Although we have extraordinary attorneys who provide free

legal services as their full-time work, as you know we desperately need attorneys in private and

govemment practice to help cover the justice gap that has only deepened as our neighbors

continue to struggle.

The District of Columbia Courts are mindful of the many challenges faced by pro se

litigants attempting to navigate our court system without counsel. For this reason Rule 6.1 of the

D.C. Rules of Professional Conduct calls on D.C. Bar members to provide 50 hours or more of

pro bono service per year. We want to acknowledge those who comply with or exceed that goal

through the Capital Pro Bono Honor Roll.

To be included in the Honor Roll, D.C. Bar members and others who are authorized to

perform pro bono work in the District of Columbia should submit an online form available at

http://www.probono.neVdc/honor-roll, and include a declaration that they have provided 50

hours or more of pro bono work in the calendar year that will end December 31,201L Lawyers

who perform 100 hours or more may be included in the High Honor Roll. Registration for the

Honor Roll ends on January 31,2012. Participating attomeys will be recognized on the Courts'

website and elsewhere. We also expect that law frrms and govemment agencies will recognize

those attornevs who are named to the Honor Roll.
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We applaud the generosity of pro bono attomeys, and the firms and government agencies
that encourage their effons. Because of their contributions, thousands of the District,s most
vulnerable residents have an advocate by their side when in court, so that their rights are
protected. We look forward to working with you to ensure that the Capital Honor Roll is a
lengthy list!

I Sincerely,
I

PI
neU-.-J.a.,1 ̂ {

f - v
Eric T. Washington
Chief Judge
District of Columbia Court of Appeals
of Columbia

CC: Ms. Monika Kalra Varma
Executive Director, D.C. Bar Pro Bono Program
1101 K Street NW, Suire 200
Washington DC 2000 5-4210

Peter B. Edelman
Chair, District of Columbia Access to Justice
Georgetown Law, McDonough 403
600 New Jersey Ave, N.W.
Washington D.C. 20001

Jessica Rosenbaum
Executive Director, District of Columbia Access to Justice
575 7th Street, NW, Room 5047W
Washington, D.C. 20004
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Lee F. Satterfield
Chief Judge
Superior Court of the District


