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D.C. Superior Court Launches Housing Conditions Calendar

The Superior Court of the District of Columbia has launched the Housing Conditions Calendar, a
new program that makes it easier for tenants to sue landlords for D.C. Housing Code violations
by expediting the process. Under the calendar, tenants who file suit will have their first hearing
scheduled in less than a month.

“We are very pleased to create a new expedited calendar for tenants seeking to compel landlords
to keep their rented home or apartment up to the conditions required by the D.C. Code. This
process will allow tenants to raise claims and landlords to quickly address those code violations
that are found to exist,” D.C. Superior Court Chief Judge Lee F. Satterfield said.

To initiate a case, a tenant-plaintiff must file a complaint and summons with the Civil Actions
Branch Clerk’s Office at the H. Carl Moultrie Courthouse, 500 Indiana Avenue NW, room 5000.
A copy of the complaint and summons must then be served on the landlord-defendant. The
tenant is responsible for serving the landlord at least eight calendar days in advance of the
hearing.

Cases on the Housing Conditions Calendar will be heard by Judge Melvin R. Wright, deputy
presiding judge of the D.C. Superior Court’s Civil Division. Wright has worked closely with all
the stakeholders to develop an approach that is efficient, fair, and easily accessible to all tenants,
especially those not represented by counsel.

The file fees required for the Housing Conditions Calendar cost $15. Forms can be found at
www.dccourts.gov/housingconditions.—T.L.
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