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DISIP.ICT OF CO!U:,:E:A,

f . . t t

l -  i  [ - l ; LJ

Docket  l {o .  2)42

Respondent

I'El;lOPAil',-':,''l CiI NI 0N

Petlt ioner ,. in thi; -ease, Sivananda Yoga Vendenta

Center,  Inc.  (hereirGfter referred to as the 'Center")r

ls appealln5 fron an assessncnt of real property taxes

for f lscal years 1975 and 1975 upon Lot 4O ln Square l58r

the prenLses belng i<nowr^ as 1,705 l {  Street,  N. i { . ,  on the

grounds that the property is tax exenpt.  This natter

vras t r led by the Court  on Septc.nber 11, 14 and 15, J976,

fhereafterr  both part ies subni t tcd post- t r ia l  rnenorand:r
\.

of law and the Court heard oral ar 'gr:. lents aft. :r scvcral

ccn t l nuances  on  June  JC ,  L977 ,

Pet l t ioner  is  a  co i 'Dcrat icn or3"n ized uncicr  the lar ' ;s

c f  the Dls t r ic t  o f  Col ' r rb ia  t ' ; i th  f  i ;s  l , f  i1c ipa l  p l .ace of

busin:sgr  loca ' , f  l  a t  i7C5 ! l  : : t rcct ,  l l . . I .  f  t  v ; ; ;  s  i t tc , r 'y  l . l ! '  r ' ,p . .1

cn / iu ;uc* ,  f  ?  ,  )97) .  I l ' , ' ,1  r  cr , l  I  ro i  - ' r ' iy  in  qu i  *  t . i , tn  ' . , ' : ' : :

p ' r reha :eC h l '  pc  l i t i one r  r . rn  o r  aLc i r t  A t tgus t  J  i . ,  l . rT : t  I  ? ' r r r l

a  deed  the re fc r  reco roc : . i  i n  t he  0 ! ' f  i ce  o f  t h l  I l ' ' co t ' t l ' . 1 '  o1 l

Deeds  on  o r  abou t  S t i ) ' e . r :  r : t '  I { , ,  \ 974 .  A l l  D . i r : t r . ' : c t  r ' f

Colurp la ret r l  ! i 'o [ , ' r  b ]  tJ , : : , . l :  i rs  l " : ; r j , : i  a i . r lnsr  l , l i :  I ' r 'o l , i , ! '1 . . r '

have  t  Cen  pa id  i o f  f  j  r . . - ' : ' 1  . ' , ' , . : i : '  , \ , l l ' J l  .  I t t  | l g t ; 11 ' r r , . ' ' ,  ) 1 t ' ' t 1  ,

t h :  D i s t r l r : t  o f  C l J  i : : .  r  i : r  "  . ' :  f  r , : : i { ' : i ' ,  e f  ;  i n a n c e  : - ' : i , i  R c l ' ,  n ' ' :
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sent  l re t i t ioner  a nct ice of  taz assess:nent  for  f isca l

yea r  \ 9?5  tn  the  .u r ' oun , t  o f  $ t , ) t+C ,gc ,  On  Ju i y  1 ,  1925 ,

pet i t ioner  was sent  a  nor j .ce of  assess lnent  for  f i .sca l

year  19?6 in  the anour , t  o f  $11349.85.  These are the

amcunts which are in contrcversjf.

0n l4arch 12 '  1975,  pet i t ioner ,  tnrough ! . ts  representat ive

I41chae1 cohen, nailec a letter to the Departnent of Finance

and Revenue requesting an exenption frcro real property

taxes for fiscal year 1975 and subsequent years. qy

letter dateti  August 19r Lg?s, Kenneth Back, Director of

Finance and Revenue, denied the request for exemption.

Thls decision was made foLlowing the reconnendation of

rswrence LJoodwell,  Supervi.sor, Real property Assesanent

Revlevr Sectlon, and v/l th the concurence of Donald R.

8each,  Act lng Associate Di rector ,  Assesment  Ae, in is t ra t ion.

Petl t lcner then f i led the present act ion on October 15,

19?5, seeking an exenpti.on frcm real property to:es for

the bui ld ing located at  1705 N streetr  N.I t . ,  and requesi ing

the Court to revoke the ta:.. assessnents for f iscal years

t9?5 and 1976,

The lssues vrhich th is Court  nust  deter:roine are ( l )

vrhether  pet i t ioner  is  a  " re l ig ious ccrporat lon or  soc iet .1 . '

v i t h in  the  nean ing  o f  D .C .  Code  Ig7 ) ,  E+Z-30L ; . ( : : )  a : : d

(?)  whether  the bui ic j lng orr  l ,or  +O !n Square 1J-- .  knc i ' ;n  as

1?C-5 ; i  St re i t ,  l i . ' ; . ' . ,  . : .s  "pr inar : . : .3r  e . : ic i  regula:1; '  usrd

fo r  re l l g ious  v ro rsh jp ,  s tuc i ; ' ,  t r a ln ing ,  and  n l s ; i on i rF3 .

ac t i r ' l t i €3 .  "  t se io re  cons i , l c , r i n ;  t hese  ques t i o r i ; 1  t he

cour t  w i l l  add recc  i t se l f  t o  res i ' onc ien ' v ' g  mo t ion  to  d j s r i ss

ivit : ' ,  r ! . ference soju-i3,. to t l ic tr. !r tg?5,
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The Dis t r ic t  o1 '  C, : lumbia nas moved to d isn iss

per i t ioner 's  aet lcn vr i t : r  re : ' rezt  ' t . r  the real  esta l ,e  - .e2.

assessnent for f iscai year 1975 on tha ground that t; .e

pet i t ion was not  f i led u ' i ih in  s ix  ncnths af ter  the date

of  the asses:nent  i r -  aceordance wi th  D.C.  Cocle 1973r

e+7-2403,

The facts rel ied upon by the Distr ict ln support of

i ts notion to disrnlss the petit ion as l t  relates to. the

real property assesg:ent for l9?5 can be briefLy stated.

Petit ioner was mailed a tarc bi l l  which constltuted the

notlce of assessnent for real estate tarces for f iscal

year Ig75 on Novenber 1, ] :g?4. 0n October t5, tgZs,

pet i t loner  f l led i ts  pet l i ion ln  the Ta:c Div is ion c f

the Superlor Court, well  beyonC the six-nonth l inltat ion

period provlded for in 847-240J. Petit loner' on tne

other handr essentlal ly argues that l t  wae nlsled by the

Department of Flnance and Revenuel to i ts detrinentr to

understand that an adninistrative review was the f irst

step in obtaining an exenpti.onr ald that i t  rvas to a: 'rait

the aCninistrative decisicn befcre pursulng ani '  furtner

renedies in  * r ,he Super ior  Ccur ! .

The appeal  proceduro,  re levant  to  the reaj  est t te

tax  assess r :en t  a i  i : s i i e ,  ! s  ccn ta ined  i n  D .C .  Ccde  197J t

, i . /  i i r - '  . L .  j t l ; .  L ) T t ) ,
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Thi :  s ta tute hac rec.nt l l '  L ;c . r i  i r . i ,erpreted ty  our  Cour t

o f  Appca3 . ; .  Jp  l l :  -+ . i  ^ . r . : . , 1  ! : ' - ' : ' . : ' i r  ' r : : ! ve r : i  + ' r  v .  D i : t r i c t

eL  Ce : r ' : . r r ; :  ,  )+6  h .  2 i  7 t :C ,  ? t+ : l  ( ; .  C .  App .  L97 i ) ,  t he

cour t  he] , 'J  that ,  g i r rce 6t7-?4C) prc. / ides that  the mai l ing

of  a  s tate:nent  o f  ta : ' :es Cr"e ccnst i tu tes not ice of  asses:Elent ,

the six-month period v/i thin ' /r j i ich a:1 appeal nust be taken

begins to run fron t ire nail ing of the notice. the court

further held i .n Natio::.1 GradUat? U:: iversit:r that the

timely f i l ing of a petit ion is jurisdict ionh.l in nature

anC i,ot nerely a stai;u'us of l lnitat ions which could be

waived if  not asserted as an aff imative defense. 346 A,

at ?4). 3ar11er this year, the Court of AppeAls held that

ln cases involving the assessnent of non-ey-empi real

property, the eix-nonth period for filing an appeal begins

to run from the date of the assessnent, not fron the date

of the paynent of the taxes. See Donahue v. Distr ict of

Col tmbja,  358 A.  26,  ] . , I tL7,  L148 (D.C.  App.  I9??) ,

In the present Scar,r.ol ip the statenent of taxes due

was Dailed by the Departnent of F:.nance and Revenue to

pet i t ioner  on Novenber  1,  1974.  ?he pet i t ion rvas not

f i j "ed ur t j . l  October  15,  \975.  Th:refore,  the pet i t ion,

havin5:  been f i led ncre than s ix  raonths af ter  a  not ice c f

asc i ,s i : ; : r  n i ,  ' .  a ' - .  ra11ed ic ,  1ct - t ;c : : " r ,  was not  r : r  co: ; " -1 la : : :e

v; i iL  ' ,Le r€r iu i ro : ;ent . ;  o f  D.C.  Cc,c i - '  S347-E0fe a. i :d  17-?LJ) ,

L/ (  Cen+.i .nrrr :u i  rcn p: er/-  c ' . i . :  ; :1. : . ;  e /

S c c t i o n  t 7 - € o 1 e  p r o v i d c s r

,  f i n 5 '  S r t s t i . ' , L i i :  r : ,  o r ' - : . n i : , : t t l o n 1  c c r ! . . r a : J . o n ,
c :  a . s o c l : : 1 i c ' n  i . - . ' : - : : ' ' . ' : r j  : . .  3 : - ' . '  a s : r e S r -  r ' r ' i  o f  r r - ' . 1
p;  6 ; r91 f  r , :  ( . i  l i .n ,  o ; :  * .1  l . f  , . : :C : : . - .  i ' l 'Cm taXe: - :  C ' .  +  r l  l f

n:ay  ar : , "a i  t ! : c : ' . ,  f  l ' : ' : ,  ' ,o  i : : ,1  Sr i te f io r  Cr ru : t  o f '  the
D: ,  l t r ; : - '1 .  o i  Cc i  u : l , i : '  i  n  ' - ; i t  t : , J1a  nannor  a r , i  to  the
: - , : r " : .1  , -  ' i . , : : ' . t  i r :  : : : ' - , ' .  j  J  ' :  j . : .  i , , . : ' ' - iOnJ  t t7 - , l l 'OJ  a : ' , .C
l t7  _ , r ' l , r ' , , -  3  i  ra I  r . -L , , l r__h_._  . : , : l : .  , j  i i a t  Daym, ,n t  O j  t i re
t . : :( $n:l I  i l i i -u;Ti:. ' i lql l .1l: ;" to any sucn alr;rcal.

2d
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i t  a n d  u n d e r  t h e  a u t h c r - i l i c :  c i t e d  u b o v c ,  t h i s  C c r r r t  l a e k s
: l
I

l l  jur isd i .c t ion to  c , le tern ine the is t ;ues wl th  respect  to  f isca l
l l

l l  ya""  19?5,  Pet j . t i , : i : : : : ,  Y.ovte ' ter ,  serk.5 to  avoid t l r€  cc i t :€-
t :

i i  Quences of  the u: r t i : lc r i r rcsr  o f  i ts  pet i t ion on the ground
, I

: i  that  the respondent  is  es;opped f rc i ; r  re ly ing on the
l r

l i  
jur iseict ional  l in i ta ' ; ion in Er7-?. t r03. In support  of

j1 fts argi:nen-,, petit ioner s',ated that, by letters dated
i i
l r  l . larch 1.2 and }iarch i5r L975, i t  applied to the Departnent
t i

ll of Flnanee and Revenue for exemption fron real estate

i l  tazes pursua: i t  tc D. C. CoCe l9?3r E47-80]a(n).  The

i i  DelarAent ael.r iolr ledged the application by letter dated
i l
11 i, larch 28, 1975, statir,g that i t  vrould be glad to revierrr
ii i  the appl icat ion.  T i :e  appl ica. ' t icn fcr  exempt lon w:s la ter
l i

i i  denled by the Depar tmeni  on August  19r  I9?5r  ard pet i t ioner

I  vras then not l f i .eC that  i t  could appeal  f rom the decls lon
ii
, ,  to  the Super ior  Cour i  pursuant  to  D.C,  Code 47-8CIe.

j .  Pased upon the foregoin; ,  pet l t ioner  argues that ,  t 'eeause
| "
, ,  l t  re l iedr  to  l ts  det : ' i :ent ,  u l i ln  the s tatements anct

act ions of  tLe Deper- ; ; , ; . - , ' , t  in fe i^1. i r 'g  that  the ac l i i i r : is . t ra t ive

' l  act ion was the onJy ! ,c+,  j  c r r  1 !  nr . rs t  take,  the jur is , i ic t i r rna l

; ,  bar  1s inappl icabl ,e .  in  i . r rJ  c \ ' l r ,  i ,  pet i t ioner  a l f  ernat ive l l

er€:ues t i :e t  i t  shoul i  not  l4  r l , ' : t r  r . ( i  t 'he r i ; i r t  to  c- :c i i  3 te.

.  exenpt ion in  a l re ; i r  f r : '  
" i i , i  

ch ; "1 .  r . i : : , : ;n iscrat i l ' "  lsv l  rv  j . ;
: |  .
,  ue i t l 6  cons :o l . red .

A1 ' ,hou ;h  the  Ccu t ' t  v i c l r : ;  ; ' e  t j  t i one r r$  316 r ; ; x6 ' l t ' : . ;  r v i t h
I

; ;  
so : r ,e  degr :e  o f  s . r ' :  rp l r t ! i } ' r  r t c  : i1u ! r  I  t ' e ; r l s t  thcn .  ] : ,  o r i c r  to

;  es ta l l l i sh  the  requ. !  s i  to  f re l ' s  c r  " r .on . r t ra -b inC es to l r ln l  l rnd

'  t o  a v c i C  t i r e  ; u r i r d . c  t i  r r , ' : ' I  c r  1 " - , c t  i n h e r c n t  : n  ' t i r , - :  ' i n r - i ; ' i t ' J J
'  

f i l i n . :  o f  t h e  p e r i ' . ; i c t r ,  i , ' l l  L i . i r n r  t i : r i s t  r : h o w  t i l 3 t  i  t t r

I l r i l u l . c  ' v C  t i : : r g i i  i ' i l ;  i . . . . ;  r , r , . '  r ' r ' : : ' . i l  ' "  o t '  a t t  i 1 , * ' 1 1 1 1 . ; i ' r i ; J  t )
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delay 1n p. - .nr l . ' , r ' i : r r ;  a  dc.c i  s ; i r . rn  er  arL a1l r - ,ge.d erronr- 'uus

decis i .on by 'L t rc  I i i  s t r ic  L  o{ '  Co i r .unt r i i r "  wi r ich 1u11ed 1, i r , . l

F . . l t i t i c re r  i n : . o  j : i ; - i c t , i o : ' r .  i t  i , a : ;  l o l r , 1  bee .n  c3 ta i , - i i c f r ' : d

tha t  con r iuc t  r i , , : i ; n l d  to  i n ' l ucc  i r , acL ion  on  the  p i r r t  o f

a p la in t i f f  w i l l  genera l j t  es iop z i  d{ - r fL .ndant  f rom re ly ing

upcn a l in i ta t j -on s tatu"e.  See i {orn- t : ic r , rer  v .  Geo' : : .e

l ' i a i h i : . - t cn  I . ' n l ' r . r s i t . r ,  : l l  U .S .  App .  D .C .  64 , -  ?5  (1908 ) .

?he sa.ne pr inc ip les we bel ieve apply  vrhere,  as pet i t ioner

here,  a  p la in t : r ' f  seeks to  avoid a t ine l imi ta t ion which

would Frec lude a cour t  f ron assuning jur isd ic t ion.

The record is  c lear  that  the Dis t r ic t  took no act ion,

ln the for:n of either an erroneous decision or in any

lnexcusabl delayp which contributed to the uhtimely

f l l lng of  the pet i t ion for  f isca l  year  I975.  The Dis t r ic t

s lnp ly  ln formeC pet i t loner  that ,  l f  l t  des i red an exempt ion

frorn real estate taxes, i t  r. , 'ould have to subnlt a request

ln wrlt lng. 0nce the Letter was wrltten, the Dlstr ict

lndlcated that the application rtould be routinely revierred.

The Distr lct  wa,s under no obi igat ion to lnforrr  tLe pet i . t ioner

t ha t ,  i n  add i t i on  to  tak ing  these  adn in l s t ra t i ve  s teps ,  i t

v ras a:Lso requi reC to f i le  an appaal  in  Super ior  Cour t

before l , lay 1t  : i .9?5.  0n the conr" r " j ry ,  pet l t icnr : : "  i :c . l  "c ic

burd'.n of dotcr:r ininq I 'cr i trcl. f  vl ien and ho', ' ,  art apl-r6p]

mrts t  l ,e  ' ,akcn l ' . r 'o : t  a  f  i t , : ' .1  a : ' : l t  t ; . : l ' : r t i  under  o ' - i r  l ) ic 'ur i r ' ;

o f  Cc lu : r rb ia  t lY  r r I ' cc t -a r i u l ' cc .  . , , c r , . ove r r  i t  a I ' ; : ; r ' r  - o  t i : c

Cour t  that  l rc t j . t icner  t?e[ j  u : ' .arvere of  the s ix-mont i r  l j .n i i -

t a t i on  pc r i od  and  th t t s  co r r i d  no t  i r eve  been  " l u l I ed "  i n to

I
i

;

l

I
I

' l

t ,

t r
I

; ,

t '
I '

, :
I r

not  ccnl :11 ' l  n , ;  l ' : i  t i t  i  t  .

The  Cou lc  f t r r t he r  r

g t : . : 1ep l  o f  t i t i s  casc l  r t o

f i l i r :  o l  : ' 11  ; , r  n1 i c : r b i c , : ,

i : : r j 5 ,  u r ,1 ( ' r  t , he  pa rL i cu la r  c i r c tun -

nrnrit  !  n tt ; .1 otg,irtn.-trrt  t ir :rt  t , ir , , .

J ' ' , ' r  r '  : r r i  ,  . ' . 'cn i t . rL iOn - l  : :cnr  t i : "  1  l " i ; , ' tnut i t
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o f  rea l  es ta te  ta : :e . :  pu rJue -n t  t 3  l .C .  Code  t47 -301a( r r )  i n

arlJ| mel'rrrrer caus€j tr.e tr lr ir i ;  o.f t i .e s:.x-nonth 11[ri tat ion

per iod.  i t  has been held that  the Dis t r ic t  o f  Colu-nbia

taxing authorj. ' l" ies have no i iovier to exempt propeny from

taxation rvhere the applicai j .cn for exenption was f l ied

af ter  the proper ty  has been assessed for  that  year .

Conrrerat ienal -  l { r r r  c , f  tLe Dis t : ie t  o f  Colw.b ia v .

D i s t r i e t  o f  Co l rnb ia ,  92  U .S .  App .  D .C .  73 ,  76 ,  20?  F .  2d

eae. 811 0953). The court t i iere further statedr

The practice cr- a;;J.ying tc the Cornnissioners
after July f irst for rr.e exenption of rea-l estate
whlch has been acirninisrrativeiy <ietermined to be
tazabie ari has been f l : :af i .y a.ssessed * ' f  r l  f inds
no suFlc : t  i :  the s ta:x :as.  f r f ter  the process of
asses r , rn t  h : :  begn  cc :p fe ted ,  - -  t ha t  i s r  a f te r  t i . e
equal izec va iuat ic : :s  c i  a l -1  taxable proper ty  have
been approve:l Li '  t i .e Co;.nissioners -- tne oruy
rel ief avail ,ao.re to a ta: ipayer, either frcn al
incorreci valuation or i ' ror, -,1' is vlrongful assess-
ment  of  propc: i : '  t .1 : : ) ; : :  tc  be e: remptr  is  1 .7
appeal to tne 3oara c:.' ia:r i\ppeals I no'w tire larc
Div ls lon of  th is  Cou: t l  .  I9 .

The notlce of assesstent of real property taxes for f iscal

year  1975 was mai leC to pet l t loner  on November 1,  : .9?4,

Pe t i t i one r ' s  Je t te rs  rega r i l : . g  i i s  app l i ca t i on  fo r

exenption frcn real propertT taxes were dated l, iarch 12'

L9?5 and n.ay 15 '  I9?5 (see Exn: .b i ts  D and E to pet i t ion) .

Th r - r s , ' a l t hough  the  l e t t e r :  i i d  r c t  cpec i f i ce - l l y  sc  s t : t e ,

petit ioner 'c3' i*-s lett ' : l 's ' , ' ;a-.s a;.pi} '-ng near the e:ld .f

f isca i  year  : .975 for  an e: ( .nnt icn ef fect lve t i ra t  ynar '

as t ' ;elL as ln ft t ture Jie:rc, Under ^,he authorit l '  of

Ccn r : ' e l l t i r n : l  l ^ :e ,  S I i r  l t  i s  c lea r  t f . a t  t l : e  D ls t r i e t

of  Colurrb ia  couid not  l iave gr . l : i t i 'd  an c . tcr .p ' , lon to

pe t i t i o r r e r  f o r  \ 975  ?nd ' "h : . 1 .  pe t i t i o : 1c r ' s  o r . l y  r e tned5 '

' t ; r i t  i r s  [ . r cv5  c ]e  I  ! n  D .  C .  CoCe  S : r7 -240 ) ,  t o  pc t i t i on  ' t . h i s

Cc l l r t  v r j . t h in  r i : i  mon th r  o f  t hc  de tc  o f  asses i : : ' ncn t .  C f .
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i1 l iow: rd l i r r i  v.*^ i  t r  v.  ] l l i_f  _i  , rL_.,L '11:]  r t , -D-i3 ,  Ta/.  l io,  2j I9,
l i
, i  s i i ! '  o p .  a t  i - c . '  ( 3 . r p ' - ' 1 ' .  C ' - .  t ' , , C ,  l . ' . . r 1  ' : i ^  1 2 r  \ 9 ? / , ) ,  v i i r e r a
l l

i i  t t  rs Couri ar: lrc:rr.. :-. ' -d 1..: ,  . ,-: icrn U!o;: Lo i ir is gen^ra1 rr-rIe
rl
i l  v lhere an inct i tu ' t iorr  l : ' . : :  r . i - . -c i  f  :  , : : l . l : r  been granted arn

1 ;  
exennt ion  b ; r  s - ;a i ' i te .  3ee D.C.  Code 1973t  347-8 t1 ,

l i  Accordingly,  : i ;ce tho pe,t i t ion here was f i led beyond
t '

l l  t i re s ix-nonth per iod providecl  in 342-e403, th is Court
t l

I r
i ,  f inds that  i t  lacks jur isd ic t ion to  i iear  and deterr , ine
l t

l ,  tne subject  inat ter  o f  the pet i t j  ra  as i t  re la tes to
t l
I ,

i !  f iscal  year L9?5,
I

i l  We now turn cur attenticn to the reaL estate taxes
t :

l l  pa id by pet i t ioner  for  f isca l  year  1976.  Pet i t ioner
l !

i i  maintains that  i t  is  a "rel iEious corporat ion or society"

i i  wi th in the neanlng of  D.C. Code e4?-801a(n) anC that the
t r
' ,  Center is "prinarily and regularl.y u;ed for reU.gious

ll worshlpl study, training and missionary activlt i€s.' It
I '

i ;coniends,  however ,  that  the act iv i t ies of  the Center  need

i onfy meet one of the requirements of the second part of

1 ;  t he  tes t  i n  o rde r  f o r  i t  t c  qua l i f y  f o r  exempt ion .  I t

' fur ther  argues * , ,hat  the fo l lo t ' re : :s  of  Yoga do p:o. icss a

, '  bel ief j ,n a sui irer;re bei.ng or d,,- j . ty arrd the fact ' lhai i ts

i  ne :be . r s  and  be l i eve rs  a re  nc t  recu i r cc l  t o  f o r r : r r : e  pa i ' t i c i -

; a i i cn  i t .  o " . i r e r '  : ' : , 1 i ; . i  c " s  { : l - . , , r f l i : . : i ' ' 1 , i . : : r s  i s  an  j : . s i ' : : i f  i . e ' . n t

,  facter  1n our  Cr . i ; , . . i . ;  . in : : i ,  j  or  c  i '  t i rc  t tc . ; r ter ,9  qu. . - l  i  f  I  cut ion

r  fcr  exenpt ion.  Pet i ' . ioncr  c :o: t tends t i : : . t  1 [s  f1 : l l r is tcnta l

; l  p rac t l ces  and  be l l e f s  o f  .Yc t : :  a re  no t  i n  l ssu ' . , .  R l t l i e r l

l ; . .
i  t i : c  ques t ion  is  v r l rc t i : , ' ' r ' ,  { ,o  i  l ' l  r r r , ' ; , ; i , r ' r : i r  thc  c : ' r l r y j . l : ;  oub

i t  o f  t h o s e  b e l i  e f  s  l l t d  r r : . c t i  e r ' : r  i  s  e  r t  1 l g l o u s  , r q X 5  v l t J t
i '
i l n  t h e  s e n s e  ! n t e n r l e c l  b y  C o l ) : r ' - . ' : r :  t ' ; i : r - n  l t  g r r n l , e d  a n

'  e x e ; i t i o n  i , ' o r  l r i c i r  1 ; r t r r ' ) i : ( t . ; .

i
l r

i ,
il
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Re;pond:nt 's a'r. :u.ra.nti . i  tr ,cui nr;r inry on t ire s;€_.(:ond

par t  o f  t i r e  t e : t ,  r r3 ; : c i y ,  . , , ' h : t i r r r  f l , e  Ccn te r  i s  , , 1 , r i n : r i l y

arrd reEular ly  useC fcr  . re l i . ; i  r ,5 ;  . i te , r , ; i : ip ,  s tud1, ,  t ra in i .ng

and miss ionary act i . r i t  j  sJ  .  "  T; ;o  Di : ; t r i  c t  o f  Colurnb, ia

contenCs that ,  { iven assunin;  t i ra- ;  1 . : t l t loner  in  thc nranner

in which it  praci i .ced anl foi lcr.r. , .^ the philosophy at the
center  const i tu tes a " re i ig ious soc iet j / r  "  the center  was

not used "prinari ly and regularry" for the purposes

enunerated in the statute. rt  argues that al l  0f the

act iv i t ies - -  vrorsh lpr  s tudy,  t ra in ing and rn iss lcnary

work -- nust be present in order for the center to achieve

exenpt status. rt bases this argument on ite'reaciing of
t ire evicience to shovr that t irrsg_r1uar.t,ers of the builCing

is  used for  purposes other  than what  must  be dencnctrated

fcr the granting of an exempticn. Respondent, ho...;svs1.,

by no Deans concedes that petlt ioner is a 'rel iglous

corporation or society. " rt  arciues that the beliefs an<i

pract ices of  Yoga r ise oniy  to  the revel  o f  a  r ; . : lo lc !n : r ,

through which lts fou,or.;ers lead, a l i fe characterizecl by

prayerr  chant ing,  nedi ta t icn,  p l : j ' s ica l  exerc ise a: ic l  c ie tary

re . : i r i c t i on r  i n  o rde :  t o  f , . l t : 1 : : . : :  t ; : e i r  be l i e f s .  S ; :h

phi losophica l  techniquss,  resDl ,* r r l?r ' r t ,  contends,  a l tho i ,  :h

pos: ! .L-y  a.n a i i i  !o  i {  L : : . - - - i : - r  ur : . i ,  r ' : ; i ;a ; . . l in3 of  rc-L i .  io , . ,

a r "e  nc t  ra i i g ious  ac t i ' . ' . i ' . i l s  - : . i :  : : . t r  o f  t hense lv i : r ,  l : - i i

thus vo;1 cannct  be co i ' l : icc . i ' r .c r  l  ru1 l i6 ; icn nor  can t i re

Center  be eonsic iereJ a " re l iL ior_ i . r  . . :o( . ie ty . , ,

.  At  the outsot  * ' l  fec l_  i t  r ina . : r . r ry  to  s t : r , ;c  , ; i .e t

t i t ie  Cour t  is  no i  ! 'e ; lu i r r "c i  to  c t , r  r  . , r , : r r i r re  ivhoi l rcr  1 , i . r  i  l , . lor :er

1s  b road ly ,  i n  an  ecc les iag . r i c : . 1  r j r . r i : : c r  : r  r . e l i r : i . ous

I
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i i  soc ie ty  o r  churcn .  R i i ' ,1 i9 : '1  r re  r r reG orJ /  focus  c r t  t f ie
r l
I
i l  ne.rrcl ' r  que:; t i  z,n af v; i rc ' r , i ,Err urrae: '  ' "hj . ;  lart icul-ar s4ratute,
ii u
l j  pet i t ioner  qra l i f iec for  tzz ' .  eze:nFt ion.  To l i t i6ate
l r

l i  tne issue vrhet i :er  a  g i ' ren group or  a par t icu lar  set  o f
L
l i  be l i e f s^  i s  o r  i s  nc t  re i i 5 ious ,  i s  an  ex t reme ly  de l i ca te
, t  1 /t '  Jt

i i  task. Although tax exe:ipt:on provisions ::ust generalLy
f ,  

-  
t , /

I v
i l b" strictly ccnstrued agaj.nst the taxpayer, to construe
r l

f i  
tne particular tax exenption with vrhich we are concerned

li so strictly that unorthodox or minority forms of worship
tr
i i  would be denied exenption benefits granted to those

l l  organizations which conforn to the najority beliefs
i, 5/
1i night raise constitutional probleins. For inplicit in
r l

l ,  such a denial  wouid be the ccnsic ierat ion of  the ner i ts

i i 
o" faLlacies of a reLigion and' in some clrcumstances,

]j a conparlson of the belj.efs and practices of newly

S g e r  € . $ . 1  . : : : : r : ; ' : a : :  : : - , - ' - - i ' j i -  : .  - - ' - e t ] , '  v .  L - . ; - : : - c - .  c i
' _ ' : ' o i ? r  i g l  U . : .  - p i .  L . L ,  ) 7 i ,  ) 7 ) ,  2 4 9  f ' .  2 2  i . . - ' t

gi? i ,  The cour t  v . 'as concerned there vr i th  D.C.  Cocie

It
i '
!
i ,

i  ggl ;-gCla ( ;1t  and (n) anC r+het irer p: t i ' - ioner ' . ' :es a "chl :rch"
r r  o !  " rg i ig ious  sc3 :a : : , ' .  "  i t  he id  + . : :a t  the  3 i r : l ca l  Soc ie ty
r ,  q u a . 1 l f 1 . - e  a s  a  " r e I i . ; : c u s  c c r ' p ! : a i i c n  o r  s c c ! e : : ; .  "  O u r
'  Cc : l : t  c f  A : r : : - .1 :  h : . :  J : . :d  t . : i t  t l i ?  i ' l l o  Cocc  E:c : i c : " . : ; ,
:  3EbZ- :O la r (n t  anc  (n ) ,  a re  no i  nu i l r : 11y  exc lu : i ve ,  bu t  a re
: '  eo : ' ln len€n:3T ' , ' ,  S : 'e  l i s t : i c t  o f  f  : l l ' - rb ia .  v .  .  . : r ' . ' l : ' ' , i  S ' - : . r , c l

/ "--'_--.  c f  - . :  t  l ' . ' - , . 1 c : : :  i :  ' . . .  . r  j , ) l  . . , .  i i ,  ' i ) 5 ,  
7 3 6  ( i . ' J .  r . r . r r  . < l ' 1 3 ) .

CaL. Ap1r. . r.i t ' , 2 s

j  : t



-u
organize.d re l ig ions wi tn  t i ,ose of  the more-establ ished

ones.  A cou: ' t  s i rou ic  not ,  pra ise or  ccndemn a re l ig ion
U

no mat ter  how fanat ica l  or  preposterous i t  IDay seem.

Py ra: : in ;  thece po5.r . t :  we dc not  in tend to  inp ly

that  a  cour t  may nevEr e. . .a l r ine or  qu€si ion the basic

tenets and beliefs of an organization v;hich claitns e::ernpt

s tatus.  l {e  mere ly  note that  in  th is  case we do not

lntend to probe the unCerlying beliefs and practices of

Yoga ln general, or t|.e Siva:ianda Yo6a Center in particuLar

to deter:nrine their val idity or sincerity. The Court there-

fcre accepts the testinony and evidence presented and

concludes that the part ictrLar fc=s of the Yoga philosophy

fol lowed by petit ioner, the essence of whlch deri 'res

from the Hindu rel iglon and the basj.c scrlptur€s --

the Vedas or Vedantas, the Upanishads and the Bhagavad

Gita, vrhich is consj.Cered the fore:icst of al l  scriptures --

are rel igious in nature, A few references to the evidence

demonstrate the validlty of our conclusion. The Vedas,

bel ieved to  be g iven to  rnan d i rect l -y  by God,  descr ibe

the nature of God and ihe nature o.f the universe and are

the equiva lent  o f  ihe 31b1e for  a l l  the Hindu re l ig ions.

Snese.anC the other  scr ip tures rc fer red to  deal  bas ica l ly

wi th  r ian 's  re la t ionship to  Gcd arrd t i re  way of  aehiev ing
.U

some type cf  conn' . : r icn u ' i th  3od.  In  fact  one Cef in i t icn

of  Yoga of fereo at  the t r i i . tL  i ras " ro l ive in  Godl  ' ,o

con ,nune  w i th  Gc .1 "  (? ra : i c : r i p ' , ,  3 :1 ,1e , ;5 . r  13 ,  i 9?6 ,  a t

I ,

r  l l

t '
I

l i

t t

' ;
l r

l

t :
I

i '

('
)72

7/ Tv.n:et ' i :- , t ,  r iei: tr ' ; ; ' r . : '  I  I  ,  i ' . t ' , ,- ,  t  at 9, J0, 1,? , Jlr,
L ' /  t  lS 20 ( t r : t : ; -en: . '  c f  i . ic l : re1 t :o i len,  a lso knc ' . ' rn  as
l ( r is i rnr  l icsava chaican. 'a)  .
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23,  ?e-29) ,  Anciher  vr i :s  t i ia t  ' !o i . -  is  the arre. . : t ing of  t i lc

nen ta l  t unno i l s  o f  t ne  m ind  ( f ra r r sc r i l , t ,  3 . : n te rnbe r  15 ,  Lg?6r i

a t  11) .  The fo1 l .wers of  Yoqa c:n: ider  Swani i  S i . ranancJa i

as the i r  sp i r i tua i  lea. iar .  I ' ,  is  be l ieved that  i . r i ler r

l iv i r .g  he at :a ined t i .e  f ' ; lL  un i f ica ' . ion of  t ru th,  ex is tence, l

rea l laat i .on and l . : : :w ledie of  God.  He founded the mother

organieat ion,  t i :e  Div ine L i fe  Scc iety ,  in  Ind ia.  Surara i l

v lshnu DevanSnda is  present ly  the fcremost  tcacher .of

Yoga and is also believed to have achieved a certain

degree of  the u l t inate real izat ion (Transcr ip t ,  septenber  rJ

19?6,  at  12-13) .  Cer ta in  of  the aspl rants  of .yoga take

the vo',v of cel ibacy, as we1l as other vows, durir.g the

period of t:,rne they are stud;.ring - --ranscript, Septenbe? ].3,

19?6, at 4). Furtheraore, the l i i .ndu re]lgionl ln v;hich

a lL  Yo6a f inCs i t s  bas ic  tenets ,  p ro fesses  a  be l ie f  in  a

universal  bein6, sup!€r i . :  6oc-heai ,  or  absof u ' ' -e conscrousness

(Transcrlpt, September 13, ,t9?6, at 14 , e4),U

He could c l te  fur ther  ev idence to  suppcr t  our  dec is ion

that  loga,  in  l ts  i rue h ls tor ica l .  a : rd  phl loccpi : ica l .  scr . :se,

is  bas ica l ly  re l ig ious ln  nature.  P.owever ,  vre f i r : ,d  i t

unneeessary to  do so.  Our  f i : : t i : : ;  appl ies equal l : . '  to

al l  brancnes of loga, Bhall t ir  . in;, i i i : ,  Karma, ancl I?a j .r

Yoge, in vrhich cate5:cry iat l ' .a f : ,-:- i 'al]s, as long i i : j  g:,. :y

ar3 pr3ct iceC l ; i th in  t l ' .e  t r l l l+ .  j . : : : : .1  t 'oundc c  f  Y: ;u  r . , ' l . i  eh

we br ie f ly  d iscussed a lo. , 'e  (?ranr :cr ip t ,  Sep, , :nnt ,or  I  J ,  Lg?6,

at  24-26) ,  Lest  there be an; . l  n i ; ; ' . inderstarrd in6,  rzo r . . . ish

U L 'n ' j . : f  tn?  : ,_ ' : t  r i : : . : ! l  i . , . . '  . ^ ] r r  r - ' , - '  r .1 .  . i .n  a  C 1r1 ; , ' . . . , . . i : , : .  j . . t t  ! ' r . !
o r , i ' i ^ n  c r .  t l i i :  l u ' i : . ; c c t ,  ' 1 . . ' : n  i , . i , . , -  c r  n c r . L r : . 1 i , , f  i . .  . r
- s ; r , r e : ^  e  F : i : " 1  '  ; / r i :  u t : L : , 1 , o r - u : : n i ; ,  i .  

' l .  . . . - . ' - . i t  . , f  . ' ,  . ,  : r '  ; . v  v .
! ; : : . -- : . :  ' : i  . : . ' i1---:  -- , .  !5i  l : .1. , ' , ' : "*.1-,- : ' ; ' r -)7-,- i ; . - .1,, ' , ' , - !0,1,
a ' : .  .  ' '  j  : '  ' . ;  :  . -  i  . - ' : . t f  l i  

' . t t ' . . :  , '  i : r  . :  ,  . i ' . i f  i : d  i . , t '  !  r . : r : .  i : i r . ^

i..':-, -,.il:.:ts:'---'-', ',:':.tij '-!::: y. :.'-;-';i c-';-i'-r r..l.fr 'r,-:'1., lo.l
L r  . b .  / t l  t r ' .  - . r \ y r  ) ; ) , ,  - l r t t  

' .  ^ d  
i . _ , .
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to  enphasiee at  t l , is  po i r i t l  and to  nake i t  per fect ly

clear thn-" vr.:  cio not consicier auris i)Fi ict ice of Rajzr or

H'atha Yoga, wnen (t i ' /orccd from a rei igiou3 contc::+, .rnq 
q/

I in i ted nereJy tc  phys ic : ' l  er -ere isr . ,  i .s  be inE re l i6 ious.o

Our concern is  urhether  pet i t i .oner  f t lLows the pract ices

and b.i l ie.fs of r-oga in ihe traCit j .onai meaning ot this

"unor thodc: , : "  re l l5 ior . rc  or ian izat ion.  I f  so,  we beJ. ieve

that  pet i t ioner  sat is f ies t i :e  f i rs t  For t lon of  S47-801a(n)

by bs ing a " re l lg lous corpcrat j ,on or  soc iety .  "

The evidence shows that the Sivananda Yoga Veoanta

Cer,ter was foundeC by Swani.i Yis::nu Devananda and has a

spir i  tual l i r .k with the nother organizatlon ln fndia, the

Divine Life Scc.l,ety (transcript, September U, !??5, an

L5), l le f lnd that the oe.iI ;  a: ' ,1' . '1t ies at the Center

conr'om to the fundamental beliefs and practices or' Ioga

as orlginal.Ly taught by ihe ancient vrl . ters and as l t

evol.ved from Hlnduis:r through Sr';anii Sivananda (lranscript,

Septernber 15r ].9?6, at J4, 2I), There is a compulsory

morning nedi ta t ton at  around 6rCO E.or l  which ls  a  s i lent

type of coi lTrunj.on using ci l f ferent technlques of neditat ion.

! 'o11owing th is  per . iod of  nedi ta t icnr  t rh lch lasts  anDroxi -
Ls/

na te l ; ' one  hou r ,  t hcse  p resen t  n t  t he  Cen te r  a , ' ; a ro  i n

( t e s t ! i r o : , : : '  o l i  r r o :  e - : ; : ' : '  . ' . 1 : r ' , * ' ' J  i , r i , . ; b e i t e l ) .  P : ' c i c s : ; o r
I . i f  i ; r : 'Le i ' i :c i  t ' . ' : ' ' :  ouel- i  j ie. l  3. : ,  al l  e>:pcrt  vr i tness cn i i :e
s u b j e c t  c f  X : s t e r n  r c i i g i c : r i ; .

l 0 /  Du r i r r i  t hosn  ?e r iod : :  ! n  q i rec l i cn ,  t he re  may  l : evc
ocen  aa  ne .n . ' i  e  j  c j : j l t  o f  t r i : ' : c  j \ ' l  . ) c ,h .3  fes . r : i  i n f  & :  t ' r ) a
C.n ' r ,cr r  f r l r  e  of  t , ' i .nn ' , ' . ' r rc  i : . ( . ' i '1 . ' . . ' r ' : 'o f  t ! ' .e  r l te f f .  ] i6 ' , r ' r rVcr l
1 , l r o  a e t i v i t i e s  e f o r e  o p e n  t o  1 l t i .  | l r s r l l c  a s  t r ' , . . 1 1 .  1 - r : , n e c r l p t '
Scp ternber  1 r ,  i9 ' iu ,  a ' "  3 : :  (  t t , s t  i ; io l , \ '  o I  i , i i c i x ieL  Co i len i .

: , /  i r . : . s  e 3 : ' . : 1 u - . 1 c , t  i i  -  s r - l  . i . : , -  9 i i :  : , r ; . : J  b r '  i r . e  c ' r i c : : : c € .
S e e  h ' a n 3 c r j . ; ) 1  ,  - ( ' . ' : ' ; c :  r .  i l  r 5 r  i . r ? c ,  a i  1 6 ,  j 4 ,  ) , . :
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I '  chant inq  o f  i i i ndu  m: jn t : -a :  f  o r  ? : f ,1 . : . . ' : r .  4J  minu t r :s .
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i ,  a f t e r  chen t i n l ,  t he  r€ :L ,e r : :  e . i t l , r  r  t ' , - . r d  tp i r i t ua l  L i t e ra tup
l l

i i  wr i te  or  do specia l .  €x€rcrsorr  l - .? ,1 Hatha ' !o ,ya, ,  Once

! i  these nor : inq act iv i t . l .e :  ha ' , 'e  Lr , r ; i  co ip le ted,  the members:. -
i l

i l  s iar t  t :e i r  adej .n is t :a t i ' re  task:  ar1 manual  chores,  such
ri

1j  as c leaning,  cooklng,  a i tendj . r .g  to  records,  or  anyth ing
l l
i l
i l  else necessary to maintain ihe Center. During the course

ji  of the daVr classes are conducted in i{atha Yoga by 
'

l r .
i i  specia l ly  t ra lned teachers.  These are open to the
I

l l  puUfic and include instructlon in physical exercises,
;t
: ,  breathing exercises,  meditat j .on techniques, and phi losophy.

l i  0n occaslon elasses viere held ouis ide the Center,  for
l ,

i ;  €zarpIel at the Department of lransportation or at St.
a '

i i  ELlzabeth's Hospi ta l .  In addl t lon to the c lasses in
!

, ,  l iatha Ioga, classes are conducied v, 'hich 0ea1 str ict ly
f t '

t, wlth neditation. There are al,so spccial Suncia;r sen'ices
l '

t l  at ths. Center attendecl on the averarge by 15 persons.
t :

; ,  Th ls  schedule is  repeated dai l , i i  and can be descr ibed as

i '  being fair ly vrel l  structured anl scnewhat r igoror*s
I

,  ccrnpareC to the pract ig: i  of  se! 'er 'a l  rnore-establ ishei
yl

re l i6 icus organizat icr is .  0n a tnore f : r , : i lar  not , : ,  t i ro

Cent : r  ebs." rve i  ;?r : : . '  o f  the i : :  i : . ' i  I  :na1 Hindu rc ' i  l ; ' i cus

:  h r l - i j a3 ' s ,  as  t vc1 l  as  eh r i s t : l a :  a . t r c l  o the r  Chr i : ; i i : r . n

1  re l i g ious  ho l i oays  (? ransc r i : r t ,  ' c j : r :  LcmLer  13 ,  1976 '  a t

,  ?9 ) .  Based  up : t r  t he  above  ev i cu : r : c '  and  t l t e  reco rd  a3

i ,  a  \ vho le '  we  conc lude  tha i  po t l t i onc r  i s  a  " re l i g i c ,us
, 1

) ' t , i  1 t 1 1 1 : . '  c r i . r ) l I  l l J r r ' o - u s  v r e l ' c  i : ;  i ^ ' o , r L i c d d  n s  ! r L . L r  t i r i , r ,  i " ' - t
- : . r r !  i ; J , t . ;  1 1  2  a l i i i  ) ,

'  
J : ' - /  S : e  i r l n s c r i n t ,  S ? r r * u t - ' n i ; c 1  1 1 ,  ) , - , ' , 6 ,  a t  i ? ,  3 ) ,  5 1 ,

, ,  J ' ; ,  ( ' , . 1  r  i 1  a ^ : : ,  I  ' , ' ' )  ( 1 . : t t ! : : r 1 i ; '  i - 1  . . . ; . , ' , . ' l , , . ' i  C ' , t t , - : i ) . - - " 1 ' l  ' , , 1 , ' t ' i l
l . : ' .  C , ' , i  . t  i i  r . ' . ' 1 , . :  . ' i r ;  i . !  : . c t i ' . ' i  :  ,  . '  ; , u  t h r '  ( , ' . - : r t , ' . . ' '  r ' : ,  i , ' . '  i  . i

:  t t : t  t i l ' r , '  i r o  1 r ' t ' i ,  i t r  $ , r ; i . r . t ! i - . - l ' r  
' ) " , ' ' , r  

l i e k s i ; r , i i  , r , , ' ' ' i  1 , '  . , ' " i -
I  f  i c d  1 . l r : r t .  t i i , . ; ' ; , .  r r c t i v i t i e : ,  t  o n L i  r l r r , ' , 1  l r s  d o t . . c t ' i i r , ' u  l ; l r l ' ( ) l l " l r o t r L
.  t i r ' t  ! r , : t  i o r l  r r ' i  t i r  v ; i r i c i t  w t '  : t : ' . .  r . , , t r . . t t  , ' i l r . r i l  f i nc ; r J .  y r . l I l '  . 19 ' r ' u .
t ,

i i
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corporat ion cr  soc j . . - * .J"  wj . t l r in  tne neaning of  D.C.  Code
t:/

i i 4? -&OIa (n ) . -

Turn lng to  the eeccnd aspect  c i  the test  pet i t ior rer

nust sart.Lsiy in orcer to ge.i.n an exenDtion from real

property taxesr r 'ra [ ' !USt detet=ine lvhether the Center is

"prinariJ.y and re6ulErLi '  used for rel igious worship, study,

t ra ln i r :g  ar^ l  miss icr .ary  act iv i t ies.  "  In  Fel lo ' . . r : r  j .p  c f

l{unanitt ' r  !8, the court v. 'as interpreting a pro'r i .sion

of the state conetltut lon whlch required that before

property received an e).-enpt!cn from the palment of city

and county property ta-tes, l t  must be demonstrated that

the property vras used "soieiy and exclusively for rel igious

vrorshlp. " The ccurt held that t i :e property in question

net  th ls  test l  which is  e t r ic ter  than the test  in  647-801a(n

even though the bui lc ing vas of ten used for  d iscuss ions on

pol l t lca l  and econonic  top ics of  current  ln terest ,  soc la l

gatherings, and uti l lzed by other groups for dances, dlnners
I!/

and neetln6s. Under a f,rore l iberal test and with far

Iess unre lated use3 cf  the bu!1din6 present  here than

were present  in  I 'e l , lor rh i . r  c f  i ' : :a- , r ' ' , ' ,  th ls  Cour t  reaches

the sare conclusicn *,hat h'as reached there, that t i ie

inc j .c lenta l  uses of  t i re  Center ,  r :h ich v . 'ere emphasized by

respcndent '  anc i  the genera l  f lc ,or  p lan of  the bui lc l in ;1

coes nct  Cisr l r ra i i . ly  i t  f rc : r  rea l  prop ' , . r ty  tax exe: ip i . ion.

-----L 3 /  l , C ,  C c o e  ! ' + 7 -

2 d  c t 397,
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Sin te  the  bu i ld ing  serves  t i rc .  sJ l l r :  I r lace  and func t ion  in

the  l i ves  o f  the  nenb?r3  o f  the  Ccntc r  as  chr j rches  or

o the r  cen tc rs  dc  i n  no re -c : rab1 . i . : h ' : c l  r eL ig ion : ,  t o  requ i ro

tha t  eve ry  room in  i t ' 5e  u : ; r l  f o r  re l i g ious  worsh ip  o r

stuciy would be lcol: ing at this part icular organizat:-cn

too severe ly .  To Co so n ight  ra ise so:ne of  the problerns

which we referred to  ear i ier  in  th is  op ln lon n i th  rospect

tc  re l ig ions.

l le therefore co:l,clude, a6ain based on the record as

a vrhcle, that the Center was, during f iscal year J-9?6,

"primari ly and regularly used t 'or rel igious worshipl

s tudy,  t ra in inE and n iss ionary act i ' r i t ies 'wi th ln  the

rneaning qf  54?-80La(n) .  i ;  so concluding,  we do not

decide whether  or  not  eac i r  and every one of  these act iv l t les

must be present before an exenpticn would be granted for
LY

the use of a bulldlng, lie find that petitioner has

nade out a prlna facle case that, ln ono way or another,

all euch actlvlt les are preseni at the Center. Nor have

vre based our declgton on the fact that petit ioner has

previgusly been gfanted a federal exemption from income

tax and en €remptlon ln the Disirict of Colunrbia from
!!/

paylng sa16s and use t&(, incone and franchise taxes.--

Sc: t l  o f  these erenptS.one ,  o f  eoul ' : :e ,  m:y be obta ined

it,erely by f l l lng a se),f-sc.ryj.r:g aprpl icatlon.

l!;/ -t.l l.l-j-r.-.'.j.':=': -,--'.'. i:t.-:-"1'r'.:..::-rrL -.\rs:.1 \'. j:_i:l r::
oJ '  C:1! i : r1 iL ,  UL L, .J .  r \1 '1- ' .  J . r . , -1 .  - , j0 ,  r fU i .  i : , t  ] ;3? ' l_- ine--
Ccuf i  J .oo3.- \ i i '  nnd pcr i r : ' . t ) : ' !  ' r r t r i , r ' :  ' .  n" io : r r t l1y rc l 'c : r 'cc t  t ,o
t i r e  ac t i v l t j . es  enu : l e ra rcJ  i t ' l  F ' ; 7 -601 .a (n )  1n  the  c t i sJune t i vo .

t /  g t  ora l  ar { ' l rnent l  r?spo:1, .1r . .n 'b  s taLed that  pr j 'L i  L ioncr . r$
excinption frcn saleg t l tci u.,,- l  '1,t1::r l : ;  wrr$ errorloorir; ly
granted.
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F o r  t h c  r e a s o n s  s t a t c C ,

js  e r ,  l ; i t l ed  tc  an  t ; : c ;p i io r r

a isessnrent  on  the  properEy

f o r  t h o  f i s c a l  y e a r  I y , 6 .

w e  c o r r c l u d e  t h a t  t l r e  p e t i t i o n r r i

f rom Lhe real prcp,- .r t |  tax

I o c a t . * ' d  a !  1 7 0 5  N  S t r e e b l  N . W . ,

Accord ingly ,  i t  is  th is  26th day of  Ju ly ,  L977,

ORDERED that the responcient's r iot ion to disrniss

as to f lscal year 1975 be and the same hereby is granted,

and the potlt lon must tre dis:nis..;ed as to that f iscal year,

and

FURTTER ORDERED that the real property ta)< assessment

orr  thc proper t ,y  locaEed at  1705 l i  S i reet ,  N.W.1 for  the

figcal year 1976 be and the sa:ne hereby ls abatcd and

cancel led.

,'y'
'7;' / 7/ q..,rt-)-'r

(r/7,.":. i',,4 0+ ...,r..) .'...)-. ' __._.:_
f i ;D B./ tG,\S?

.tud96

. l i

r l
' l

t .
l l

: l

I

C o p i c n  t o :

. t lenny  L .  l ( i r ss ,  Dsq.
t i  t :a .1 rcn  n  .  S l : ; l ' l  l : t  r  " r i s .  r :  .

1 : z l 5  -  l . - - t h  i c . r ' - ' c L ,  : J . ; ' ' ,
i ,  r , ' i i r l . n g J i ; c r t ,  n .  C .  2 C : 1 6

lL i c i r . r r c i  I i i r l I , o r s ' JC ' i . n ,  I Jsc l  .  '

6 2 5  l l c r t l i  r j : r r o l i n i l  / ' , \ : ( j . ,  S . I .
l { r sh ingbc rn ,  D .  C .  20003

l l  j  chard '  1 , .  At ; r :qJ. . r . i r  ,  I - ' : l  i .  ,
n  - , i ' . : .  C c l : 1 l . r t ' : 1  l o n  C c r l r l i i i : l
t ; i ' : L r i  e , ;  l l r . i  i t l i r . , - J
' , j , r , l r i n g t r > r r ,  l ) .  C .  ? 0 0 0 " 1


