




















COURT OF APPEALS CLERKS
ENJOY ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL YEAR OF SPEAKERS SERIES

By Thomas Duncombe, Joseph Fiorill, Jennifer Gniady, Zeba Hugq, Lisa Rothfarb, and Leslie Scott, Law Clerks to Senior Judges, D.C. Court of Appeals

Justice Sotomayor. Justice Scalia. Then-Solic-
itor General Kagan. These were some of the distin-
guished lawyers in the D.C. area who participated in
the Court of Appeals Distinguished Speakers Series
this year. The Speakers Series, organized by the Sen-
ior Judges’ law clerks, provides an opportunity for all
the clerks at the District’s highest court to meet and
learn from accomplished attorneys in an informal,
roundtable setting. By all accounts, the events this
year were a rousing success. Daniel Staroselsky, law
clerk to Judge Oberly, said, “It was great to meet such
an amazing, diverse collection of distinguished speak-
ers in so intimate a setting.”

The brown-bag-lunch format of the series is es-
pecially conducive to discussion. During the one-to-
two hours of each luncheon, the speaker talks with the
clerks openly about whatever topics the speaker
chooses. The clerks also pose questions to the speak-
ers about their careers, judicial philosophies, and what-
ever other topics come to mind. In addition to
Supreme Court Justices, speakers included D.C. Dis-
trict Court Judge Paul Friedman, D.C. Solicitor General
Todd Kim, and Court of Federal Claims Judge Francis
Allegra.

Each speaker had his or her own unique and
valuable insights and advice to impart. Justice Scalia,
for example, warned against clerks’ simply reading ju-
dicial opinions. “Read classic novels,” the Justice ad-
vised. “Your writing will be better.” The Justice also
talked about a common mistake among law clerks to
try to “prove something five ways.” “Just prove it one

Justice Sotomayor (center) with Court of Appeals clerks after the brown-
bag lunch.

Justice Scalia (center) poses with the clerks, his second appearance in

the Speaker Series.
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way,” the Justice advised. “...Maybe two,” he added.
Judge Friedman talked about the necessity of treating
everyone in the courtroom with dignity. He said that
when adjudicating a criminal case, he always makes
sure to ask the defendant how he or she is doing be-
fore addressing other concerns.

The Speakers Series began at the Court of Ap-
peals when Judge Terry (now a Senior Judge with the
court) was an associate judge. His clerks took it upon
themselves to organize the events, a task which now
falls to the Senior Judges’ law clerks. Kathy Konieczny,
law clerk to Associate Judge Stephen Glickman, ex-
pressed her appreciation for the administration of the
events, saying, “The Senior Judge Clerks surpassed all
of our expectations this year by bringing in one lumi-
nary after another. Either they are way more con-
nected than they are willing to admit, or their luck was
staggeringly good this year.”

It turns out, according to sources in the Senior
Judges’ chambers, it was a bit of both. While some
clerks had personal ties to speakers they invited, many
of the speakers -- including both Supreme Court Jus-
tices — were invited the old fashioned way: with a
mailed letter of invitation. Whatever the methods, the
results were another successful Speakers Series pro-
gram and another incoming class of clerks this fall who
will face the daunting task of topping the group of
speakers from the 2009-2010 year. With any luck, they
will succeed.



ANOTHER WINNING TEAM!
By Morgan Block, Executive Office Intern

On July 31, 2010, D.C. Courts’ Education Spe-
cialist Louis Shack and his team of five D.C-area stu-
dents placed 2nd at the National Computer Technology
Competition in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Lou Shack
volunteers as the team coordinator/trainer for the Wash-
ington, D.C. chapter of Black Data Processing Associ-
ates (BPDA), a non-profit established in 1975 to promote
minority achievement in the data processing field. Lou
has been a part of the all-volunteer run BPDA for five
years, dedicating a great deal of time and energy into
reaching out to children who are passionate about tech-
nology and computer programming. Thanks in part to
Lou’s tutelage, his team at this year’s competition were
runners up, earning each team member a $2,500 schol-
' arship that will go to-
wards their college
education in a Louis Shack (far right) and his team of five D.C-area students with their
science/technology/ engi- award at the National Computer Technology Competition in Philadel-
neering/ math (STEM) re- phia, Pennsylvania.
lated field of study.

The 2010 competition is now over, but Lou doesn’t plan on taking any
breaks from giving back to the community. Starting September 11th, on every other
Saturday from 10AM-2PM, he will be giving free, fun, technology training at Gallery
Place to a group of 8th, 9th and 10th graders interested in computer programming.
For more information, or to enroll your child in Lou Shack’s program, please con-
tact him at (202) 879-0497 or by e-mail at Louis.Shack@dcsc.gov.

Congratulations to Lou Shack and his Washington BPDA chapter’s winning

NBDPA 2010
I'echnology Conference

team!!

&\\e The 29th Annual Employee
Recognition and

Q .
6‘Ai Awards Ceremony
will be held on

Thursday, September 16, 2010.

Don’t miss 1t!
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Tajikistan delegates, continued from Page 7.

children even when they don’t witness it [DV] directly.” The psychological damage that results from exposure to
DV is profound, resulting in emotional instability and lower test scores. “[Children] don’t feel safe in the home, so
they don’t feel safe in the real world.” Combating the very real issue of domestic violence is impossible without
the full commitment of local police departments, local legislature and the judiciary. The DV Unit at the Superior
Court continues to function effectively due to the complete dedication of the judges and staff involved.

The Superior Court domestic violence model is often praised and sometimes replicated for its approach to
handling such a difficult and complicated task. Most recently, The Times of India has reported that the Indian jus-
tice system plans to adopt the U.S. model after visiting with Superior Court Judge Heidi Pasichow, Domestic Vio-
lence Director William Agosto and Executive Director of D.C. Safe, Elizabeth Olds this past May. The Superior
Court is very proud of its DV Unit, and there is no higher praise than the international emulation of such a worthy

system.

Thanks again to the Tajikistan delegation for visiting the Superior Court.

Rafre Repictus

THE TIMES OF INDIA

Wed, Jul 28, 2010 | Updated 09.01pm IST

India to adopt US model in tackling
domestic violence
TNN, Jun 17, 2010, 06.11am IST

NEW DELHI: India is hoping to take a cue from the United States
in tackling domestic violence cases.

In an effort to minimize state intervention in implementa-
tion of the Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act
(PWDVA), the Ministry of Women and Child Development
(MWCD) has now mooted a proposal to encourage NGOs to pro-
vide assistance and shelter to victims.

As of now the Domestic Violence Act expects the state to
appoint protection officers who coordinate between courts, police
and support services for enabling women’s access to justice.

Officials said the "Safe D.C. programme" being im-
plemented in Washington D.C., in the United States, could
be a good model to give implementation of the act a boost.
The model was discussed by the officials of the ministry with
states at a two-day meeting that began on Wednesday.

The programme envisages a domestic violence intake
centre established by an NGO which is housed with-in the court
premises and works in collaboration with police, prosecutors,
NGOs and the court. The victims can approach a domestic vio-
lence intake centre or a police station and the victim is assisted
in getting an ex-parte temporary protection order within two hours
which is valid for 14 days. During the period the victim is pro-
vided with shelter, transport, legal assistance, custody of children
depending on her needs.

A senior ministry official said that efforts were being
made to involve more NGOs. "It has been seen that NGOs are
sensitive to the victims’ needs and unlike state appointed protec-
tion officers are able to dedicate themselves completely to the
implementation of the act," he said. The official added that the
state and ministries would monitor the implementation.
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Roy S. Wynn, Jr
Director, Special Operations Division

June 14, 2010

Mr. Wynn Jr:

| am writing this letter
in regards to the Childcare
services inside of the H. Carl
Moultrie | Courthouse. | am a
social services professional
who works with parents who _
have open neglect/abuse ' . #
charges. In my position, | am
often in the court building to
accompany my families to
CPS hearings and other legal
proceedings. | discovered the childcare services within
the last year and have had to utilize them approximately
3 times for my own young child since | needed to be in
court so very early in the morning and his school is
quite a distance from our residence as well as the court-
house. When taking my son there for the first time, | im-
mediately took notice to the bright and welcoming space
and the friendly, accommodating staff, giving step by
step details of what is needed to utilize the services and
a brief description of some of the activities that the chil-
dren would be engaged in while there. There was plenty
to do and enough staff to supervise and facilitate. The
Center's Manager is professional and courteous
and her team is nurturing, easy-going, and seem to
really enjoy working with the high-energy, fast
paced young ones. My son did not want to leave when
| arrived to pick him up. He often asked me when he
can go back to that place “with all the grand-moms."
These were his words-not mine. He really enjoyed the
center and its staff. | was not charged a fee for them to
care for my little one but, if | were asked to pay, | would
not hesitate on bringing him back when | needed the
services. It is a truly wonderful place!

Dorothy Coleman, Child Care
Center Director.

Best regards,
Ky'Neike King
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From: Grand Juror
Sent: Tuesday, July 13, 2010

To: Bailey-Jones, Suzanne M. \.
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Dear Ms. Bailey-Jones,
If the rest of the gov- o tha sl Adt Caomus
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needs to be done to make this a smooth experience
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for you. r example, | can use a memory stick to
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sues of security. | realize we do not live in a perfect
world, and | look forward to making friends among
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my jury peers to ask for help reading material or de- Dldses and f
scribing charts and photos if necessary. After all, fb"- et tlordt Dhark e fe i g AT
we're all evaluating the same evidence and ought to ‘_ég/m; lir L2 AFEETTT ,

be working together to make decisions anyway. _ Vo Mior ohrssifut. -,

Just let me know how | can make this work for oms. 4 driee huk ipd

everyone. This will be my first time serving, and |

am very excited for the opportunity!

Dear Louis Kelly:
July 20, 2010

The jury is in (the jury of Polish LL.M. students, that is) and they have voted Superior Court to be
the best court visit and you the best "interpreter" of the U.S. judicial system. They loved seeing the variety of
cases and judges. They also appreciated the time you spent with them talking about the administration of
justice. You made a tremendous impression on them, especially with your comments about respecting the
parties who come before the court and recognizing the difficulties they face.

Two things about Polish law that may be of interest to you: They have court reporters as we do
here, but the judge tells them what to transcribe. In effect, the judge acts as a kind of translator of the pro-
ceedings. They felt our system is fairer and more efficient. Second, in Poland prostitution is not a crime, nor
is it a regulated activity (no taxes). So, when individuals are charged with tax evasion in Poland, they often
plead as a defense that they were engaged in prostitution! | appreciate how generous you were with
your time. Thank you for making this a wonderful experience for the students.

Warm regards, Faith Mullen
Assistant Clinical Professor, The Catholic University Of America, Columbus School of Law
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June 17, 2010

Ms. Anne B. Wicks
Executive Officer

Dear Ms. Wicks:

We wanted to inform you
of the excellent service
we have been receiving from Ms. Lori Edley in the
tape section of the court reporting division at Supe-
rior Court. Ms. Edley answers the phone profession-
ally and is always willing to assist us with any
questions or requests that we might have. Often at
PDS our requests to Ms. Edley are complicated, re-
quiring her to research missing portions of tran-
scripts and provide us with a time estimate for
expedited delivery. Ms. Edley has been exceedingly
patient with our requests and has always put forth
her best efforts to accommodate them. She is accu-
rate in estimating production time and punctual in
meeting deadlines. We wanted you to know that the
Public Defender Service views Ms. Edley as an ex-
traordinary asset to the court reporting division.

Sincerely,
Jaclyn Frankfurt

Deputy Chief, Appellate Division
D.C. Public Defender Service

Sent to Mayor’s ofc via dc.gov 6/28/10

Message

Want to pass on my praise for an em-
ployee in the D.C. jurors office, Miss
[Tina] Sandvik, Assistant Juror Officer.
She was so helpful today resolving a
deferral. It's nice to call the city govern-
ment and get someone who is polite and helpful. Please pass
on my thanks and appreciation.

Faith Mullen

Assistant Clinical Professor

The Catholic University Of America
Ms. Anne B. Wicks

Executive Officer

June 17, 2010

Dear Ms. Wicks:

This note is to express our appreciation for the excep-
tional efforts put forth by each of the court reporters in accom-
plishing the expeditious transcription of United States v. Harris,
2007-CF1-22962, a lengthy trial that resulted in a 21,000-page
transcript. This trial before Judge Henry Greene began on Octo-
ber 30, 2008 and ended on May 20, 2009. As of this date, it ap-
pears that all the relevant transcripts of the proceedings are
complete. We at PDS appreciate the effort and achievement of
the many court reporters who participated in this task.

Sincerely,
Jaclyn Frankfurt

Anne B. Wicks
Executive Officer

Dear Ms. Wicks.

June 28, 2010

It is with great pleasure, although well overdue, that I would like to express my sincere apprecia-
tion to Ms. Angela Warrick for the exceptional manner in which she performs her duties. I can’t think of
one time in which I have ordered supplies and received a call from her indicating that my order was ready
within a few hours of faxing over the requisition. (At the end of last year, I had pretty much recovered from
a broken leg. However, during those times when I sometimes experienced a painful limp, Ms. Warrick
would solicit assistance from others, in order for me to receive my supplies.) Since Ms. Warrick’s arrival, I’ve noticed more organization
and efficacy in how the supply room is managed.

It’s always a pleasure picking up my supplies because I know Ms. Warrick will be there with a “happy-to-see” you smile on her
face and always something nice to say.

I feel many employees do not receive the acknowledgement that they deserve and just wanted to convey my sentiments.

Sincerely,
Karla T. Miller
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