


Eleanor Nazareno gets ready to
rehearse with the carolers for the holi-
day season.

Page 2

The Full Court Press is published by the
District of Columbia Courts to provide

employees with information pertaining to
court operations.  Inquiries should be

submitted to Room 1500.

Leah Gurowitz, Editor
Ken Foor, Joe Sanchez and Zsolt Szalay enjoying
the holiday season.

The party begins at the Executive Office Holiday open
house.

Chief Judge Rufus King and Lisa
VanDeVeer find time to relax at the open

house.

One year ago the
Strategic Planning Leadership
Council (SPLC) was estab-
lished to develop a strategic
plan that would provide
direction and identify priori-
ties for the Courts.  The SPLC
conducted research, and
gathered information and
input through surveys and focus
groups from over 1,500 employees,
judges, attorneys, other justice sys-
tem agencies and the public to
guide the future direction of the
D.C. Courts.  Recently adopted by
the Joint Committee on Judicial
Administration, the Courts' Strategic
Plan for 2003-2007, entitled
"Committed to Justice in the
Nation's Capital", will be available
in the next few weeks.  

The Courts' strategic plan is a
roadmap that demonstrates how
we can all work together to
achieve our vision: "Open to All,

Trusted by All, Justice for All".
Although the development of the
courtwide strategic plan is com-
plete, its implementation is just
beginning.  We are embarking on a
new way of conducting business in
the Courts, and the success of the
plan and the ability of the Court to
make its vision a reality depends
upon each court employee.  

The strategic plan defines issues
facing the Courts, identifies goals
that address these issues, and out-
lines the strategies we will use to
accomplish each goal.  In addition,
the plan lists "priority actions," which
are projects or tasks identified by

SPLC as needing immediate
attention and which typically
involve more than one division
or office.  A number of the pri-
ority actions were created in
direct response to issues raised
in the surveys or the focus
group discussions and reflect

the collective wisdom of court
employees, attorneys, judges, and
members of the public who are in
the courthouse for a variety of
reasons.

All employees will be invited to
attend information sessions about
the Strategic Plan in the coming
weeks and will be asked to help
develop management action
plans (MAPs) so their divisions or
units can contribute to the Courts'
success in fulfilling their vision.
More information on the Courts'
strategic planning process will be
provided in a special edition of
the Full Court Press next month.

The Holiday Season ...

Strategic Issues

· Enhancing the Administration of Justice
· Broadening Access to Justice and Service to the Public
· Promoting Competence, Professionalism & Civility
· Improving Court Facilities & Technology
· Building Trust & Confidence

STRATEGIC PLAN TO BE RELEASED IN MARCH
By Lisa VanDeVeer

Denine Murray, Beverly Gibbs and Deirdre
Gee celebrate  during one of the holiday
activities.



the United States Attorney’s Office
for the District of Columbia where
she served as Chief of the Victim
and Witness Assistance Unit supervis-
ing victim advocates and witness
security specialists. At the ceremony,
her father held the Bible and her
mother performed the robing. 

With the appointment of the five
new magistrate judges, the Family
Court is well underway. The magis-
trate judges bring to the Court great
expertise in issues ranging from
abuse and neglect to mental health
issues. Along with their predecessors,
these new magistrate judges will
enhance the Court’s ability to han-

dle these critical cases more effectively, better
serving children and families in the District.
Congratulations to all five new magistrate
judges. 

and personal injury cases. She has
served as mayoral appointee for the
Mayor’s Advisory Committee on Child
Abuse and Neglect. As a member of
the Domestic Violence/Child Abuse
and Neglect Task Force, Ms. Fentress
facilitated the “2002 Summit on
Domestic Violence and Child
Maltreatment.” In addition to her legal
endeavors, she is the editor of a chil-
dren’s book series and sings with
Grammy Award Nominee “Richard
Smallwood & Vision.”  

Julie R. Breslow was sworn in by
Judge Lee Satterfield. She graduated
magna cum laude from Union College
and received her J.D. from Albany Law
School in 1989. She has served as trial attorney
in the Child Support Enforcement, Juvenile
Delinquency, and Child Abuse and Neglect
sections of the Office of the Corporation
Counsel. In September 1999, Ms. Breslow joined

Mildred Bailey displays the beautiful
poinsettia she won.
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Everyone enjoyed the refreshments, entertainment
and dancing.

Garland Pinkston leads the electric
slide during the courtwide holiday
party.

2002 Courtwide
Holiday Party

Cont. from page 1.

Carroll Boswell demonstrates how to get down
(or did he lose a contact?)

Libby Wicks does the honors, drawing a door prize
winner as Eleanor Nazareno, Carroll Boswell and
Anne Wicks anxiously await.

Lori Edley and Darlene Ellis waiting to hear if
their numbers will be called for a door prize.

Magistrate Judge McCabe cele-
brates at the December 12th
event.




