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SOLAR ENERGY
By Magistrate Judge Frederick Sullivan

My wife and I recently renovated our 19th cen-

tury Washington, DC home. Committed to reducing

our carbon footprint and to participating in the fight to

mitigate global climate change, we decided to explore

the feasibility of powering the house using solar ener-

gy. We prepped the house during renovations for the

system, i.e. conduit was run through the walls from the

basement to the roof for wiring, a high level of insula-

tion was installed, as well as high efficiency electric

appliances, and three zones of electric heating and

cooling. I have to admit I didn’t know much about the

process, but I could see that our home was positioned

to capture solar energy. An energy professional evalu-

ated the roof and determined it was ideal for place-

ment of solar photovoltaic panels. I submitted design

and system specifications to the city and received a

grant to partially fund the installation. Eighteen solar

panels were installed, which are expected to produce

at least 5,000 kilowatt hours (kWh) of alternating cur-

rent each year. The now fully-functioning solar energy

system will last 30 years and produce close to 100

percent of our annual household energy usage. Any

unused electricity generated by the system is sold

back to PEPCO. We expect to reduce our family’s

carbon dioxide emissions by about 8,000 pounds

annually. This is equivalent to planting two or three

acres of trees! My family is thrilled to be taking part in

the greening of America. I want to invite anyone from

the court family who may be interested in this type of

project to contact me for any assistance or informa-

tion needed to get started.Photos courtesy of Magistrate Judge Sullivan

Dr. Peter F. Drucker, the father of modern-day management theory, ‘the task is to lead people, and the goal
is to make productive the specific strengths and knowledge of each individual.’ Hard work and commitment
notwithstanding, leadership takes faith, hope, and charity. 

We stand on the shoulders of the trailblazers… the class of 2007, who were followed by the class of 2008
who found it to be better the second time around,’ and now, for us, the class of 2009…do you know what
they say?!... The third time’s a charm! My fellow graduates, embrace the tools of: FAITH, HOPE, and
CHARITY. FAITH—Find the Answer in the Heart; HOPE – Help Other People Excel, and CHARITY –
Cherish Hope And Reason and Instinctively Trust Yourself to do the right thing! I look forward to our making
great strides as leaders! 2009 was Our Year to Shine!”

The ceremony concluded with a charge to the Class of 2009: Remember, there is no finality to leading and
learning, it goes on and on. Leadership and management are very different roles, requiring very different responsi-
bilities, demanding very different expectations, and calling for very different abilities. Whatever you do, lead so that
your actions inspire others to want more, dream more, learn more and become more, then you will be viewed as
an effective leader!  Congratulations and well done, Class of 2009! 

MTP, Continued from page 9.



Page 11

From: Friendship Collegiate Charter School

Survey for Juror S
ervices

I am a native Wash
ingtonian and I ha

ve

been called for Jury Duty many times in

the past.  I must 
say that the overa

ll

experience was the
 BEST that I have 

had.

Having the Court’s Mission Stat
ement and

goals also let me know t
hat things had

been changed.  Tha
nk you!

Rave  Reviews

From: Juror
Sent: Friday, June 26, 2009 3:10 PMTo: Bailey-Jones, Suzanne M.Subject: RE: Survey for Juror Services

Thank you for your response.
I’ve been chosen for a trial this time and I
greatly enjoy my service each time. The staff
and system you employ for the juror pool
is top notch.

Have a good day,

THE NEW YORK TIMES

WEDDINGS/CELEBRATIONS

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2009

Jennifer Yang,
Ely Ratner

Jennifer Lu Yang and Ely Stefansky Ratner

were married Friday at Superior Court of the

Dis trict of Columbia in Washington. Thomas

E. Whit taker, the section supervisor of the court’s Mar -

riage Bureau, officiated. On Sept. 19, Matthew Cha gan, a

friend of the couple, led them in a non denominational cer-

emony at the Morris House Ho tel in Philadelphia. ...

D.C. COURTS’ WEDDING ANNOUNCED

IN THE NEW YORK TIMES

EXTRA! EXTRA!

Photos by Leah Gurowitz
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ROSENAU & ROSENAU
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

1304 RHODE ISLAND AVENUE, N.W.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 20005

Dianne K. King, Esq.
Director ofthe Family Court Operations Division

D.C. Superior Court 500 Indiana Avenue

Washington DC 20001

September 1, 2009 

Dear Ms. King,

I wanted to inform you of the professional, courteous and expeditious customer and public service pro-

vided by Ms. Brenda Little, Deputy Clerk, Ms. Erica M. Payne-Santiago, Branch Supervisor, and the two initial

intake workers, whose names (apologetically) I do not recall, in assisting me with the processing of a Temporary

Restraining Order on August 18, 2009. The issues were horrendous; a 14 year old psychotic without any family

member to provide consent and it was only their prompt action that helped secure needed medical treatment.

I may have been the customer, but the professional and expedient assistance Ms. Little and Ms.

Payne-Santiago provided exemplifies them as someone who embraces their role as a public servant. This was

apparent by their efficient navigation through 4 levels of management to resolve an oddity in the law that was

preventing a 14 year old child undergoing a psychotic break from receiving, the medical treatment he desper-

ately needed.
Often only negative experiences are chronicled, but I wanted to take the time to commend you and the

other members of your team for putting the needs of the public first by assisting [them] and this counsel in mat-

ter of this significance.
Best Regards,

Kenneth H. Rosenau

Erica Payne-Santiago

[Chief Judge Washington]


