


























SOLAR ENERGY

By Magistrate Judge Frederick Sullivan

My wife and | recently renovated our 19th cen-
tury Washington, DC home. Committed to reducing
our carbon footprint and to participating in the fight to
mitigate global climate change, we decided to explore
the feasibility of powering the house using solar ener-
gy. We prepped the house during renovations for the
system, i.e. conduit was run through the walls from the
basement to the roof for wiring, a high level of insula-
tion was installed, as well as high efficiency electric
appliances, and three zones of electric heating and
cooling. | have to admit | didn’t know much about the
process, but | could see that our home was positioned
to capture solar energy. An energy professional evalu-
ated the roof and determined it was ideal for place-
ment of solar photovoltaic panels. | submitted design

and system specifications to the city and received a
grant to partially fund the installation. Eighteen solar
panels were installed, which are expected to produce
at least 5,000 kilowatt hours (kWh) of alternating cur-
rent each year. The now fully-functioning solar energy
system will last 30 years and produce close to 100
percent of our annual household energy usage. Any
unused electricity generated by the system is sold
back to PEPCO. We expect to reduce our family’s
carbon dioxide emissions by about 8,000 pounds
annually. This is equivalent to planting two or three
acres of trees! My family is thrilled to be taking part in
the greening of America. | want to invite anyone from
the court family who may be interested in this type of
\ project to contact me for any assistance or informa-
Photos courtesy of Magistrate Judgeullivan tion needed to get started.
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MTP, Continued from page 9.

Dr. Peter F. Drucker, the father of modern-day management theory, ‘the task is to lead people, and the goal
is to make productive the specific strengths and knowledge of each individual.” Hard work and commitment
notwithstanding, leadership takes faith, hope, and charity.

We stand on the shoulders of the trailblazers... the class of 2007, who were followed by the class of 2008
who found it to be better the second time around,” and now, for us, the class of 2009...do you know what
they say?!... The third time’s a charm! My fellow graduates, embrace the tools of: FAITH, HOPE, and
CHARITY. FAITH—Find the Answer in the Heart; HOPE — Help Other People Excel, and CHARITY —
Cherish Hope And Reason and Instinctively Trust Yourself to do the right thing! | look forward to our making
great strides as leaders! 2009 was Our Year to Shine!”

The ceremony concluded with a charge to the Class of 2009: Remember, there is no finality to leading and
learning, it goes on and on. Leadership and management are very different roles, requiring very different responsi-
bilities, demanding very different expectations, and calling for very different abilities. Whatever you do, lead so that
your actions inspire others to want more, dream more, learn more and become more, then you will be viewed as
an effective leader! Congratulations and well done, Class of 2009!
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